STAGE 1 ENGLISH: CRITICAL LITERACY

Connected Text Study

Your first task is to select two texts that are linked in some way; one must be a written text and the other a visual.  Use the information you have learned on pairing texts in our study of Looking for Alibrandi and Clueless.  Connections that may work include themes, settings, characterisation, structure, symbols, etc.

This assignment is designed to encourage you to think about both texts from a number of different viewpoints so that you can discuss each work on a number of levels.  I wish you to complete 40+ marks worth.  

1. Consider two of the major themes that link the two texts you have chosen.  Compare and contrast the ways in which they are treated in each text. (20 marks)
2. Select two characters from each text that are linked in some way and prepare a response in which you draw comparisons between them.   (15 marks)

3. Discuss the significance of the title in both texts you have chosen. (5 marks)

4. Discuss the role of structure in both texts.  How is each text constructed and to what extent does this shape our understanding of the action?  What similarities and differences can you find between each.  (10 marks)


5. Discuss the similarities and differences between the setting of both texts. (5 marks)


6. Consider the basic plot of both texts.  What similarities and differences can you find here?  (5 marks)


7. Discuss the role of narrative voice in each text.  (10 marks)


8. Create a table in which you list the similarities and differences between both of your texts.  You must have a minimum of 10 points here.  For example:


	The Crucible (Arthur Miller)
	Chocolat (Joanne Harris)

	Influence of the Church is important throughout the community (the Church is the lynchpin of the community).  At the end the Church’s stranglehold on the community is diminished.
	Influence of the Church is important throughout the community – Catholicism.  The Church is the focal point of the community.  At the end the Church’s stranglehold on the community is diminished.

	Reverend Parris – a negative, petty, narrow-minded hypocrite.  Has power but abuses it.
	Pere Reynaud – a negative, narrow-minded, petty hypocrite.  Has power but abuses it.

	A woman (Abigail) changes society in a negative way – she starts a chain of events that result in disaster.
	A woman (Vianne) changes society in a positive way – she starts a chain of events that result in happiness.


(20 marks)


Presentation of your final drafts can take a number of forms provided at least one of them is written.  You may choose to submit all written responses, or you may choose powerpoint presentations, posters, oral presentations, video footage, audio tapes or any other medium that you negotiate with me. 

Length: 800-1000 words

Oral Presentations will need to be between 2-5 minutes.

	Criteria for Assessment
	Well done
	Partly done
	Needs work

	Depth of knowledge and understanding of the two texts.
	
	
	

	Clear connections made between the two texts.
	
	
	

	Appropriateness, range and depth in the use of evidence from the text to support your argument.
	
	
	

	Coherence and clarity of analysis.
	
	
	

	Clarity and depth of understanding of the role of the author in constructing the text, and of the participation of the reader in making meaning of the text.
	
	
	

	Accuracy and fluency of expression, and appropriateness of form and register.
	
	
	

	Comments:

Grade: ____
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