Name: ..........................................


I Have a Dream
A speech outlining your personal vision for a better world

We have studied Martin Luther King’s momentous speech ‘I have a dream’ which so galvanised the American struggle for equality amongst its black and white citizens. Now it is your turn to write and deliver a speech which sets out your vision for a better world. As you only have 5 minutes to deliver this, you will need to narrow your focus onto just one topic, but there are a lot out there to choose from!

Jot down some of your ideas next to the topics which interest you below:

	Possible topics:
	Specific issues and ideas:

	Environment


	

	Education


	

	Social relations


	

	Economic practices


	

	Refugees


	

	Armed conflict


	

	Gender


	

	Sexuality 


	

	Drugs


	

	Youth


	

	Criminal justice


	

	Other:


	


Now choose one of these and jot down what you think are the real problems, what would make it better and how it could be achieved. Look at the problems you have identified and your vision in relation to the issue. What are some of the images you could use to describe these? Think about original metaphors and similes which you could use to describe them. 
	Topic: 
	
Possible images to describe these:

	Specific issue:
	

	Particular problems:


	

	Your vision in relation to this issue:


	

	How this could possibly be achieved:


	


You have five minutes in which to deliver your speech. Try to allow time for pausing and emphasis in this, so don’t make it too long! Probably it should be no longer than 800 words. Write a first draft of your speech and then work on improving it by addressing the following reflective questions:
1. How effective is the structure of my speech? Could changing the order of it improve it in any way? For example, you may structure the speech like this: Problem, Solution, Vision, or you could change it to Brief Vision, Problem, Solution, Vision, or interweave these elements further.

2. What images have I used to describe the issue? Are they original and striking? Could I use more or could better ones be used? Metaphors, similes, conceits (extended metaphors), paradoxes and oxymorons can all add power to your speech.
3. How effectively have I used sound devices such as repetition, alliteration, rhythm and paragraphing/pausing etc? Where could I add in more of these to really hammer home my message? Note your sentence lengths and ensure you are varying them. 

4. How well have I researched this? Is my information accurate and appropriately sourced? Do I need to give further evidence to prove my points? Have I used allusions to iconic texts my audience may be familiar with? If not, would any suit my argument?
5. What appeals have I used? For example, appeals to people’s emotions, rationalism, patriotism, shared values, fears, hopes, desires, authority etc can all be very powerful in convincing your audience. Choose some of them and really exploit them.
6. How engaging is my opening and how strong is my ending? What could I do to improve these?

Having improved your speech, write it out on cue cards and then rehearse saying it out loud a number of times so that you feel confident and comfortable with when presenting it. Experiment with different emphases or tones and work out which work best. Practice it in front of the mirror and then to supportive relatives and friends. Make sure you stand up when doing so. Your supportive friend can then tell you if you have any little nervous movements to eliminate, such as swaying, pacing or playing with your hair, which might distract your audience. Grand gestures are great, but nervous tics are not!
Due date:




Time limit: 5 minutes 

Time used: _______
	Criteria for Assessment
	Excellent
	Well done
	Sound
	Needs work

	Effectiveness of the structure of the speech;
	
	
	
	

	Strength and originality of the imagery used;
	
	
	
	

	Effectiveness of the sound devices used;
	
	
	
	

	Appropriate use of research and/or allusions;
	
	
	
	

	Power of appeals used to convince the audience;
	
	
	
	

	Engaging opening and strong ending;
	
	
	
	

	Fluency and expressiveness of oral delivery.
	
	
	
	

	Comments:

Grade:       /20
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