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YEAR 11 ENGLISH STUDIES
CONTEXT SHEET


Name: _______________________________


Teacher: 

TEXT PRODUCTION - Biographical writing

Context of the writing:
What were the text(s), issues and learning areas which influenced the writing of this piece ? 
What classroom activities and formative tasks lead to its production ?

A number of magazine and newspaper article models of obituaries were read.  Students analysed the generic and linguistic structures and features of the obituary, with a focus on its formal and contextual characteristics that encourage the presentation of life stories in a sympathetic, heroic or edifying manner.

____________________________________________________________________________

Task or topic:
What were the specific instructions given for this summative assessment piece ?

Write a drafted and polished obituary of yourself after an appropriately fulfilling lifespan that could be published in a national newspaper or magazine (500-700 words).  Use your imagination to explore the possibilities of both the genre and your own potential future within reasonable bounds of probability.
____________________________________________________________________________

Assessment criteria: * 

As a creative life story, your writing should be:

· an imaginative projection of your life into the future

· an effective, believable and realistic account of a life’s work

As a specific form of text, your writing should conform to the generic structure of an obituary (see 'model of an obituary' handout) and use language – vocabulary, grammar and stylistic expressions – that:

· is clear, fluent, and free of mechanical errors (demonstrating the use of effective editing and proofreading in the writing process)

· is appropriate for the chosen audience (given a particular publication)

· is entertaining and effective in its tribute to a life worthy of public interest

General SSABSA Criteria for Judging Performance in the Text Production Component
The student’s performance in text production will be judged by the extent to which he or she demonstrates:

understanding

· To what extent does the student recognise the structural, conventional, and linguistic features of different text types?

· To what extent does the student recognise the purpose of different text types?

communication

· How well does the student reproduce the structural, conventional, and linguistic features of the chosen text type in his or her own text?

· How accurate and fluent is the student’s expression?

· How appropriate are the form and register for the audience and purpose?


















* See over for the general SSABSA Criteria for Judging Performance in the Text Production Component 
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