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YEAR 11 ENGLISH STUDIES
CONTEXT SHEET


Name: _______________________________

TEXT RESPONSE – Analytical essay

Context of the writing:
What were the text(s), issues and learning areas which influenced the writing of this piece? 
What classroom activities and formative tasks lead to its production?
The class read the novel The Catcher in the Rye and completed some short writing tasks on it, before viewing the film Donnie Darko: the Director’s Cut, followed by an in-depth study of some scenes.
____________________________________________________________________________

Task or topic:
What were the specific instructions given for this summative assessment piece?
Choose ONE of the following topics and write a drafted, edited and polished analytical essay in response to EITHER J. D. Salinger’s novel The Catcher in the Rye OR Richard Kelly’s film Donnie Darko. (500-700 words). 

NB: You MUST use evidence from the text to support your argument, including some analysis of narrative or film techniques.
1. Are you telling us this crap because you want us to buy your book? Because I'll tell you something, that was some of the worst advice I've ever heard!

A truism or cliché of adolescence is that adults “just don’t understand”. To what extent do these texts turn their protagonists into a prophet or a saint, pointing out the phoniness and wickedness in the world around them? What is the point of creating an adolescent hero with psychological problems? Show how convincing and reliable the hero becomes by the end of his narrative.

2. As you can see, the Lifeline is controlled y two polar extremes: "Fear" and "Love".

As a liminal or borderline experience between childhood and maturity, adolescence is often defined by contrast: against children on the one hand and adults on the other. Both the novel and the film are structured around their protagonists’ encounters and interactions with other people. Does any pattern seem to emerge, or does anything change in their interactions as the texts progress? How do their encounters with adults, children, women, and their peers evolve as their narratives progress?

3. Sometimes I doubt your commitment to Sparkle Motion.

To what extent does your chosen text present specific visions of the nature of childhood and adulthood? How is childhood contested or fought over? Examine in particular the role of the protagonist in this struggle and what it reveals about him.

4. Why are you wearing that stupid man suit?

Symbols in narratives are useful tools to convey deeper meanings about the ideas and circumstances of a story because they can allude to far more than they seem at first to be referring. Explore at least three key symbols in your chosen text, justifying why they are so important to understanding the themes and situations of the narrative (e.g. Holden Caulfield’s red hunting hat; the ducks in the Central Park lagoon; instances of fire, water and metal in Donnie Darko; etc.)

5. How old is Grandma Death?

Discuss how the theme of death is treated in the novel or film, citing specific events, scenes or passages.

____________________________________________________________________________

Assessment criteria: 

Please see on the reverse of this page.
The student’s performance in text response will be judged by the extent to which he demonstrates:

knowledge

· To what extent does the student demonstrate knowledge of the text?

understanding and analysis

· To what extent does the student show understanding of the ideas in the text?

· How effectively does the student recognise and/or explain how techniques are used by an author to express ideas?

· How well does the student recognise the values, beliefs, or concerns explored in the text?

· To what extent does the student recognise the connections between his or her own values, beliefs, or concerns and those explored in the text?

communication

· How accurate and fluent is the student’s expression?

· How appropriate are the form and register for the audience and purpose?
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