BLADE RUNNER
Assignment Questions

Section 2
1. Name the escaped replicants along with a brief description of each (3 males, 3 females).  What anomaly do you find here?


2. What is the Voight-Kampff test?  How does it add significance to the eye motif focus in the film?


3. What information do we find out about replicants in this section?


4. What is the Tyrell Corporation?


5. Describe the setting of Eldon Tyrell’s house.  In what ways does it reinforce his status in this film as a God – the “creator” of genetic replicants?


6. The appearance of the owl is part of another important motif in the film.  What do we find out about it here?  What physical characteristics make it obvious that is artificial?

7. It is here we get our first glimpse of Rachel.  Describe her physical appearance.  How does this reinforce the idea of this film as belonging to the film noir tradition?


8. What is the most dominant feature on Tyrell’s face?  What is the significance of this?

9. What do we learn about Rachel here that causes us to feel sympathy towards her?


10. What is the importance of memories to the replicants?
______________________________________________________

Section 3
1. This scene once again reverts to the Detective genre.  What happens here to reinforce this idea?  What clue does Deckard find?


2. It is in this section that we meet Roy Batty for the first time.  What is your initial impression of him (include both physical description as well as your reaction).


3. What is the significance of the “Eye Works” Manufacturing Facility?  How does it relate back to the recurring eye motif in the film?  (Look closely at the words that Roy uses to the eye engineer Chew to support your answer).


4. How does Deckard convince Rachel that she is a replicant?


5. How does Ridley Scott position the audience to feel during this scene.  Give specific examples to support your answer).


6. What link is made here between replicants and Blade Runners?


7. It is in this section that Pris first makes her appearance.  What is your initial impression of her?


8. What do we find out about J. F. Sebastian in this section?  In what way is he ironically similar to the replicants?
______________________________________________________
Section 4
1. What happens in Deckard’s dream when he is sitting at the piano?  How does this relate back to the nature motif of the film?


2. How does Deckard track down Zhora?


3. The snake is another example of synthetic or artificial animals.  What comment on nature is Ridley Scott making here?


4. What is the purpose behind depicting Zhora in the shower and then in a transparent jacket?


5. How are we manipulated to feel sympathy for Zhora’s death?  (There are 3 main techniques used here).


6. How does Deckard feel about the “retirement” of Zhora?


7. What happens during Deckard’s confrontation with Leon?


8. We receive another hint here that Deckard may be a replicant.  What is it?


9. What is the significance of Rachel letting her hair down in this scene?


10. What is disturbing about the “love scene” between Deckard and Rachel here?

______________________________________________________
Section 5
1. What is the significance of Pris’ eye make-up in this scene?

2. In this section we discover why Sebastian has not moved off planet.  What is his disease?  What ironic parallel to the replicants can you draw here?


3. There is further irony when Sebastian learns that his visitors are NEXUS-6 models.  What is ironic about his statement “Show me something?”  What link does this have to the major theme of the film?


4. What is symbolic about the use of a chess game here to enable Roy to meet Tyrell?


5. What does Roy learn about his quest to extend the lifespan of a replicant NEXUS-6?


6. What biblical reference occurs here immediately before Roy kills Tyrell?

7. What link back to the use of eye imagery occurs here?


8. How does Roy descend from the top of the Pyramid Building?  What is his mental state in this scene?
______________________________________________________

Section 6

1. How does Deckard discover that Roy and Pris are hiding out in Sebastian’s building?

2. What is significant about the way in which Pris hides as Deckard enters the apartment?


3. How do Roy’s actions when he discovers Pris’ body reinforce the fact that he has emotions?


4. Roy’s taunts to Deckard question whether he is actually a good or evil character.  What exactly does he say?  At this stage do we as the audience support Roy or Deckard?


5. What techniques does Ridley Scott use to build suspense in this protracted cat-and-mouse chase and battle?


6. What two interpretations could be made about Roy hammering a nail through his own hand?


7. What is the significance of the dove in this scene?


8. Roy’s final living act is to let Deckard live.  What explanation can you give for this?


9. What interpretation do you give to Gaff’s final words regarding Rachel – “It’s too bad she won’t live.  But then again, who does?”

10. What is the significance of the unicorn outside Deckard’s apartment?


11. What do you think happens to Deckard and Rachel at the end of the movie?  Is it a happy ending or is Deckard leading Rachel to her death?
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