NEVER LET ME GO by Kazuo Ishiguro
Assignment Questions

1. Where is this novel set?

2. What is Ishiguro’s purpose in creating this novel in three parts?

3. How reliable is Kathy H. as a narrator?

4. What is the purpose of Hailsham?  Why is the whole notion of this place so disturbing to the reader?

5. Memories are a recurring motif throughout the story.  Explain their significance?

6. What was the importance of The Gallery at Hailsham?  What significance does it have to Tommy and Kathy in Part 3?

7. Explain the significance of the title Never Let Me Go to the novel as a whole?

8. How does Ishiguro position us to view Ruth?  Give examples from the text to support your answer.

9. Why does Ishiguro include the character of Miss Lucy in the novel?

10. Tommy appears different from all the other characters presented by Ishiguro.  What characteristics set him apart

11. How are the students “conditioned” to accept their fate at Hailsham?  What reaction is Ishiguro seeking from the reader?

12. “Ishiguro’s use of language to negatively distort familiar words gives a sinister overtone to this novel from the very first page.”  Give four examples of this.

13. What techniques does Ishiguro use to reinforce to the reader that the protagonists in this story, although appearing human, are in actual fact nothing more than clones.

14. How does Ishiguro create a sense of mystery to this novel?

15. Comment on the quality of the relationships explored in the novel.  Look at Kathy/Ruth, Kathy/Tommy, Ruth/Tommy?  What is Ishiguro’s message here?

16. Why are clones who have attended Hailsham considered to be so privileged?  What sinister overtones does this have for all the others? (look at Miss Lucy’s comment on p.77 about Concentration Camps as well as Miss Emily’s revelations in Part 3)

17. What was the Mornington Project (mentioned by Miss Emily in Part 3)?  What negative impact did this have on the Hailsham Project?

18. What effect is Ishiguro trying to create by ending the novel where he does?

19. What statement is Ishiguro making about bio-engineering in this novel?
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Name: ______________________________________________________
	Criteria for Assessment
	A
	B
	C
	D/E

	Understanding & analysis

· To what extent does the student demonstrate knowledge of the text?

· How clearly does the student recognise and explain an author’s use of textual features to communicate ideas and influence the reader’s response?

· How well does the student understand the interrelationship of audience, purpose, and form in texts?
	
	
	
	

	Application

· To what extent does the student use evidence from the texts to support his or her argument, analysis or discussion?

· How effectively does the student integrate quotations into the line of discussion?
	
	
	
	

	Communication

· How accurate and fluent is the student’s expression?

· How appropriate are the form and register for the audience and purpose?


	
	
	
	

	Comments:

Grade: ____
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