Never Let Me Go
By Kazuo Ishiguro

CHAPTER 1
Brief Summary of Chapter
Introduction to Kathy H as narrator – looking back over her life.  Setting established and we are introduced to Hailsham (some kind of boarding school for children).  It is obviously important but already we are a little uneasy because of the inclusion of unfamiliar terms (such as “Guardians” and “Carers” which seem to mean something different).
Characters Mentioned
· Kathy H as narrator
· She introduces us to Ruth and Tommy – neither who have last names.

· Jenny B
Themes Discussed
· Importance of memories introduced – p.5 + idea of this whole novel being a “memory” novel written by implied author, Kathy H
· Importance of being creative first mentioned – p.10 (to prove that these clones have “souls”)
Techniques Observed

· Unusual words used – “carer”, “completion”, “donor”, “Guardians”.  They appear to be familiar words but they are used in an unfamiliar context.
· Setting made clear – first description of Hailsham as a boarding school 

· Child-like language even though Kathy H is an adult

· Use of irony – “Carer’s aren’t machines” (p.4)  but irony not evident until the end.

· No last names of any characters seems unusual – de-humanises them

· Tommy’s outburst at the end of the chapter foreshadows the outburst at the end of the novel in the muddy field  (p.269) – both are over the unfairness of life (but he doesn’t fight back in either scene)
Important Quotations

“Carer’s aren’t machines.” (Kathy H p.4)

“Or maybe I’m remembering it wrong.” (Kathy p.8)
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CHAPTER 2
Brief Summary of Chapter
Tommy apologises for hitting Kathy accidentally.  Kathy makes a list of other temper tantrums that Tommy has had. Importancde of Spring Exchange (p.15/16) – creativity valuled at hailsham.  Kathy reflecting on her life at Hailsham – information is revealed through her memory of a conversation with Ruth when she was her “carer”.  Tommy’s character developed.  He is not creative but Miss Lucy helps him deal with it.
Characters Mentioned
Kathy (narrator)

Miss Lucy (mentioned)
Tommy


Ruth

Miss Geraldine

Crow Face (Medical Officer)


Arthur H (bullies Tommy)
Themes Discussed
· Creativity is a sign of “human-ness” for the clones (while eyes were the equivalent for the replicants)
· Relationships – how Tommy and Kathy bagan a relationship as friends

· Memoories -  clones at Hailsham make happy memories of their  childhook (Vs other clones in other institutions) – based on “fake” childhoods like replicants with implanted memories

· Bullying – seen happening in “clone caste system” – a human trait?
Techniques Observed

· Creativity is a symbol for human qualities
· Kathy admits she is not a reliable narrator – enables reader to “read between the lines”

· Use of familiar words in an unfamiliar context

· Setting -  stereotypical boarding school – builds up expectations in reader and when sinister overtones appear is twice as effective in making reader uncomfortable

· Addresses reader personally (“I don’t know how it was where you were…”
Important Quotations
“This was all a long time ago so I might have some of it wrong.” (Kathy p.13)
“I don’t know how it was where you were”. (Kathy p.13)
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CHAPTER 3
Brief Summary of Chapter
Characters Mentioned
Themes Discussed
Techniques Observed

Important Quotations
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