THE CRUCIBLE and CHOCOLAT

Paired Texts

	The Crucible
	Chocolat

	Influence of the Church is important throughout the community (the Church is the lynchpin of the community).  At the end the Church’s stranglehold on the community is diminished.
	Influence of the Church is important throughout the community – Catholicism.  The Church is the focal point of the community.  At the end the Church’s stranglehold on the community is diminished.

	Reverend Parris – a negative, petty, narrow-minded hypocrite.  Has power but abuses it.
	Pere Reynaud – a negative, narrow-minded, petty hypocrite.  Has power but abuses it.

	A woman (Abigail) changes society in a negative way – she starts a chain of events that result in disaster.
	A woman (Vianne) changes society in a positive way – she starts a chain of events that result in happiness.

	Witches feared
	Gypsies feared

	Proctor is a flawed character (commits adultery).
	Vianne is a flawed character (has an illegitimate child and is not sure of the father.)

	The Crucible is a parable as well as being a play.  It aims to instruct the audience (it has a deeper meaning than just the plot unfolding).
	Chocolat is a fable and a novel.  It has a flowing narrative, and a fairy tale structure.  The end has a clear message – good must win over evil.

	A crucible is a device to melt gold.  
	The chocolate shop becomes a place where people come together, a melting pot for people of all kinds.

	Children are meant to be innocent, but are the instruments of destruction in The Crucible.
	Children are seen to be totally innocent in Chocolat.  They are free from the prejudices of their parents, and are free to enjoy the beauty in nature around them.

	Proctor seen as a leader by others, but cannot see himself as a leader.
	Vianne is seen as a leader by others, but she does not see herself as a leader.

	Proctor is willing to die for what he believes in – his right to die with dignity, keeping his good name.
	Armande is willing to die for what she believes in – her right to die with dignity.

	The ability of characters to grow and change throughout the text.  Proctor, Hale and Elizabeth all come to some kind of self-realization during the course of the play.
	The ability of characters to grow and change here is all due to Vianne.  She makes the villagers look closely at themselves, and empowers them to take control of their own lives.  Look at Armande, Luc, Josephine, Guillaume and Roux.

	In the end Proctor confronts his weaknesses, and wins even though it results in his death.  He accepts that he is human and therefore capable of sin, but refuses to compound that sin by lying to save his good name.
	In the end Vianne confronts her fear of the Black Man (instead of running away) and wins.  It remains to be seen whether she will stay in Lansquenet and accomplish her dream of belonging.

	Proctor comes to a sense of self-awareness but it cannot save his life.
	Vianne comes to a sense of self-awareness which will help shape the rest of her life.



	Use of narrator to help instruct the audience and interpret events on stage.  Other than that a one-dimensional view of events – we can only see what is in front of us (we cannot see into character’s minds, we can only hear what they say)
	Use of two narrative voices – Vianne and Reynaud.  Give us different perspectives of the same event.
Greater awareness of the two main characters – we share their thoughts and know how they feel and react to events around them.



Joslyn Fox, Roxby Downs Area School, 2005

