Name: ………………………………


Critical Reading: exploring a variety of forms of text

You will be allocated one of the following text types: 

· Opinion article

· Advertisement

· Narrative

· Cartoon

· News report

· Letter

· Poster

· Web page

· Email(s)
· Textbook explanation

· Speech

· Diary entry

· Photograph

· Play script

· Interview transcript

· Poem

· Argument

· Parable / Fable
Your task is to find an example of this particular form of text and explore its many features and their effect on the reader. Do this by making a poster, say with the text in the centre and using arrows and annotations around to draw attention to its various features. Your example should not be too long, but long enough to give you sufficient material to analyse and comment upon.

Things to note about the text (not all will be relevant to your particular text type):

· Author – any known details and their significance

· Context – where and when published; any relevant social or historical details affecting it

· Summary of content in one or two sentences

· Possible purposes of author in creating the text

· Narrative point of view

· Implied audience

· Structure and sequence of whole, paragraphs and sentences. When/where is the central idea of the text communicated?

· Layout – where and what is the eye drawn to?

· Visual images

· Use of colour

· Title’s effectiveness
· Vocabulary

· Tone(s) and what this reveals about the author’ attitude to the subject(s)

· Methods of involving the reader (eg use of pronouns such as inclusive/ exclusive/ 1st or 3rd person, singular or plural; rhetorical questions etc) 

· Use of Evidence (eg statistics, authority, personal experience etc)

· Appeals (eg to justice, emotion)

· Use of Figurative language (eg metaphors, similes, personification)

· Use of Humour

· Other notable features (eg use of repetition, contrast, mood, irony, allusion to other texts, dialogue etc

You will show this poster to the rest of the class and give a five minute informal talk going through your analysis of the text. We will then stick these up around the room to help you in your thinking about this area of the course.
Due Date: 
	Criteria for success
	Excel-

lent
	Well done
	Satis-

factory
	Needs work

	How well does the student show an understanding of the ideas in the text?
	
	
	
	

	How clearly does the student recognise and explain the way an author uses textual features to communicate ideas and influence the reader’s response?
	
	
	
	

	To what extent does the student recognise the characteristics of this text type?
	
	
	
	

	How well does the student understand the place of audience, purpose, and form in the text?
	
	
	
	

	How well is the student able to clarity the role of the author in constructing the text?
	
	
	
	

	How aware is the student of the role of the reader in making meaning of the text?
	
	
	
	

	How accurate and fluent is the student’s expression?
	
	
	
	

	How appropriate are the form and register used for the audience and purpose?
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
Grade: ________
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