Name: ……………………………..


Lines to Time Poetry Assignment 

using Photo Story 3
We have studied a number of poems and poets from the anthology. Now it is time for you to run off with the anthology and select your own poet of interest. Having chosen a poet, read his or her poems in the text, choose two short ones that resonate most strongly in you (or one long one), think about them, and prepare a lesson on the poet and these poems for the rest of the class. You will do this by making a Photo Story for each poem, incorporating images to symbolise the lines, the actual lines themselves, your reading of them aloud and a background piece of music to capture the appropriate atmosphere created by the poet. This can be done by recording your reading of the lines on each slide with Photo Story. How to use Photo Story is attached.
Your task is to both discuss the poems and also the way they connect with other poems we have already studied. Remember that making connections between poems is integral to this section of the course. Some biographical details of the poet will be useful in providing a socio-cultural context to the poems and how that influenced your interpretation, but don’t get too bogged down in their life story. 

If another class member is also interested in the same poet’s work you may like to team up and work together on your presentation. You will just have to divide the written and oral component equally between you. Remember the same poem cannot be taught twice, so as soon as you have chosen your poet and poems, confirm them with me so that no others can snaffle them!
Your written work should be a detailed analysis of the poems you have chosen, exploring their ideas, how the poet communicated these ideas, and how they link with other poems we have studied. It should provide the basis of your lesson to the class, but you do not need to read it out word for word. A good method will be to show your Photo Story of your poem through once, and then show it again, but pausing on each slide to explain that section of the poem to the class. Your lesson can be relatively informal, but still informative. Allow opportunities for questions and discussion.

Due Date:



Suggested Length: 1000 – 1500 words; 10 – 15 minutes oral

	Criteria for success
	Excellent
	Well done
	Satisfactory
	Needs work

	How effectively did the student use Photo Story 3 to communicate the poems’ central ideas?
	
	
	
	

	How well does the student show an understanding of the poems’ ideas?
	
	
	
	

	How clearly does the student explain authors’ use of textual features to communicate ideas and influence the reader’s response? 
	
	
	
	

	How effectively and appropriately does the student use evidence and quotations from the texts to support their explanation of the poems?
	
	
	
	

	How appropriate are the elements of the presentation (audibility, intonation, stress, pace, gesture, stance)?
	
	
	
	

	How accurate and fluent is the student’s expression?
	
	
	
	

	Comments:

Grade: _____


i
Using Photo Story 3 for Windows:
(free downloadable software from Microsoft for Windows XP computers)

Open the program and click on the appropriate option such as Begin a new story. Press Next and you will find yourself in Import and arrange your pictures.

Import your pictures from the folder where you have stored them. (It’s a good idea to have organised all the pictures you want to use in your project beforehand and placed them in a separate folder, but you can always import more at a later stage.)

Click and drag the pictures into the order you wish them to appear.

At this stage you can also remove black borders around your photos or edit them or leave that till later – it might not be necessary.

Press Next and move into the Add a title to your pictures mode. Now you can place titles on any of the pictures. Try different fonts, different colours and different positions on the screen. You may also like to use different effects on the slides, such as Coloured Pencil, or Sepia. When you are happy with your titles, press Next.

Now you can narrate your story and customise the motion on the screen. It is useful to type what you are going to say into the box to read from as you record it, or cut and paste it in if you have already written your script before you started. Speak clearly and loudly into the microphone. Check on the sound quality by pressing Preview. If you wish to redo it, Press the Delete Narration button and record again. 

The default length of time for a slide is 5 seconds, but if you speak for longer than this it will adjust, and if you wish it to be shorter or longer then click on Customize Motion and then Number of seconds to display the picture and make the adjustment. 

When you have finished recording your narration on each slide as desired press Next. You may now choose to Add background music. Just go to Select Music and import it from the folder where you have kept it. Alternatively you could click on Create Music and use the music they already have in the program. If, after previewing the project you don’t like it, then press Delete Music and find some alternative music. Check that the volume in the background music is quite low or it will be hard to hear your narration.

Remember that if you wish to revisit any earlier stage in your construction of your project, just press Back until you are at your desired stage.

An alternative to recording your narration separately on every slide is to prerecord your narration and mix it with some background music using a program like Audacity (free downloadable software). Then just import this file as your background music and adjust the length of your slides to fit your narration by going back to the Customise motion stage of the program.

Once you have previewed your project and are completely happy with it, press Next and Save your story for playback on your computer. Specify its location and file name as desired and then press Save Project.

Play your project using Windows Media Player 10 and enjoy!
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