       Exemplars of questions that work

1. Compare the ways in which the authors present central characters’ journeys of healing. (The Sound of One Hand Clapping, and Away.)
2. In what ways do Ionesco and Camus use narrative perspectives and symbolism to express their concerns in Rhinoceros and The Plague? (Rhinoceros, and The Plague)
3. How do the authors use various literary techniques to show how their protagonists achieve moral and spiritual redemption? (A Clockwork Orange and Crime and Punishment.)
4. How do the authors show that change of setting can bring both clarity and difficulty into a character’s situation in life? (Memoirs of a Geisha and Lost in Translation)
5. How do the authors use the characteristics of different text types to explore ideas about the way people deal with pain? (Miss Smilla’s Feeling for Snow and Secrets and Lies)
6. How do two authors, in similar and different ways, explore the idea that war is absurd? (Catch 22 and Dr Strangelove)
7. How have the authors of these two texts used characters to express ideas? How are these ideas similar or different? (The Colour Purple and Jane Eyre)
8. Compare the ways Pat Barker and Peter Schaffer explore aspects of power and control through the central characters. (Border Crossing and Equus)
9. In spite of the fact that they use different techniques the author of these two texts write about young women trying to make sense of their worlds. (Behind the Scenes at the Museum and Astonishing Flashes of Colour)
10. How have the authors used setting to reflect the growth of enlightenment in the protagonists? (Disgrace and Triage)
11. What are the similarities and differences in the ways that Zusak and Martel deliver their views on people? (The Messenger and The Life of Pi)
12. ‘Obsessive love is deep’. How do the authors of ‘Enduring Love and ‘Lolita’ explore the linked themes of obsession and love?
13. ‘To be obsessive is to be a victim of one’s obsession.’ How do the writing styles of Marlowe and Hollinghurst reflect the idea that the protagonists are victims of their own obsession? (Dr Faustus and The Line of Beauty)
14. How do the authors explore the different types of love in the two texts? (The Tempest and Captain Corelli’s Mandolin) 
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