INDIVIDUAL STUDY 

The following are some observations and suggestions which are intended to help you complete this requirement of the course successfully.  They are not exhaustive or prescriptive.  You will have many inspired moments throughout the year, so remember to document them too and ALWAYS remember that the Curriculum Statement has the official slant on this and all other aspects of the course.  Make sure you refer to it.

Collection of Supporting Material
1.
The hardest thing to do with the study is to actually begin. It always seems such an important, daunting step.  Remember, not beginning would be the disaster!

2.
You may begin by briefly introducing your texts and anticipated study focus, including the reasons that motivated your choice. If the choice changes or develops in an unanticipated direction, you can explain that as the need arises. You may begin in any way through which you become inspired.  Be creative, be honest, and be focussed.

3. If you experience a sense of outrage or exhilaration when reading / viewing, express it with clarity. Try to explore how the author evoked this response in you. Would such a response be a universal one, or is your response special because of the way in which you have connected with the text. 

4. Don't be afraid to be spontaneous; that's part of what makes your Supporting Material speak for you and of you!  

5. Document your uncertainty about an aspect of the text; you can show your development as a reader / viewer by exploring this. Good Supporting Material acknowledges the sense of adventure and the unfolding of the unknown as you read / view and respond.

6. You may make relevant references to your life experiences, your opinions, personal reflections, videos, newspapers, articles etc. any of which lead to analysis of the texts you have chosen. They may also prompt links between the texts and thus extend your study.
7. Remember that your Supporting Material is how you and the teacher monitor your progress so remember to apply some of your critical thinking skills to your own work.
8.
Organise your entries and evidence - it helps you cross-reference later.
9.      Remember author's craft is crucial.  Refer to poetic devices, narrative perspective, setting (both locality and time frame), historical perspective, characterisations, themes, implied author/audience, the author, the author's time and experiences.

11.  
Use headings if you think they help order your thoughts but do not allow them to stifle your spontaneity. You could use an aspect of the text as a heading, e.g. a name, scene, metaphor, or quote. Using such a reference from one text to create a link with the other may produce some effective results.

12.  
Use a questioning technique if you wish. Explain when and why some aspect of the text has left you wondering or uncertain. Try to supply a solution or at least some discussion about how the text affected you in this way. Supply the answer later if you can, though remember that the author may have deliberately left you wondering for a purpose. 

13.  
Quotes have a place in the Supporting Material you gather but should be interpreted and their relevance explained.

14.   
Reflect your evidence and on the patterns and threads which you have woven together. 

15. 
   Make clear links between the Supporting Material and the Critical Essay topic you choose at the end.

16.   
Above all enjoy the experience.  It's meant to be about you as the reader / viewer and your   journey through the worlds which the authors create for you.

SOME SUGGESTED READING / VIEWING
There are many, many titles in our library from which you can choose and of course you can go wider than our resources. Please refer to the lists of both print and film texts with which you have been supplied and remember to make use of the human resources at your disposal such as the teacher librarians or anyone else who has a passion for reading.

Just make sure you like the texts (you have to live with them for a year) and that they give you scope for analysis.  Be guided by others, but the ultimate choice remains yours.
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