PAIRING TEXTS

(in Class and in the Individual Study)

1. Choice of the texts is crucial to a successful pairing. Whether you choose to use print or film text however, you should be able to connect these texts on many levels. Simply finding two texts with a similar plot or theme is not sufficient.

2. Pairing should take into account a variety of aspects of text analysis:

· Setting

· Characterisation

· Themes

· Style

· Form

· Historical perspective
(Please refer to SSABSA’s course document for details of requirements.)

3. Remember to refer to the form of the two texts and explain the importance of each. Use the language/ nature of the form eg. in film remember the camera angles, lighting and soundtrack just to name a few.

4. Always look for the contrasts as well as the similarities between texts. For example both may explore the same theme but the way that theme is developed may be quite different.

5. Unusual pairings often make you look a little harder for the links and the end result can be stunning.

6. Finding the links is the beginning, explaining their significance is the key to good analysis of paired texts.

Example: Extract from The Crucible and One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest unit.

This pairing is a very successful one and can occur on a number of different levels. You will need to refer to your notes on both texts to complete these responses in detail. Use the new notes you create as the basis to your summative response to the final set of texts we will study together this year. Remember to supply evidence for any points you raise and try to find quotes from either text which will enhance your link.

1. Consider the setting, both time and place, for each text. Why is setting significant in each text? What similarities / differences do you find in the setting(s) created by the authors? 

2. Make up a cross - referenced list of the key characters in the texts. Link those whom you believe have things in common. Remember that characters may link with more than one character from the other text. 

3. Themes are very similar in these texts. Make a list of those themes shared by both and explain how Miller and Kesey present these ideas. Look for similarities and differences.

4. The form of both texts is quite different given that one is a play and the other a novel. Consider how the two authors use their particular (different) form to produce a similar story.

5. Make a list of quotes from one text that you could, with relative ease, apply to the other text. Explain your choice and how they connect.

6. Both authors use imagery and symbolism to enrich their narrative. Find examples of this from both texts and explain how, despite these differences, the texts do create similar responses in the reader/audience.


Kay Brindal, CCSS

