INDIVIDUAL STUDY – Collection of Supporting Material
1. Make sure your choice of text is appropriate to this level and type of study. Remember that the texts we enjoy as entertainment may not be suitable for this purpose.

2. Your Supporting Material should include evidence which supports four different stages of the study:

· Comprehension 

· Analysis 

· Linking

· Critical Essay

3. You may choose to use a range of different ways in which to explore your texts.
4. The important thing to remember is that this is your Study so it should be personalised to accommodate your preferred learning style, at least in the formative stages of the Study.

5. In your Collection of Supporting Material you may utilise some or all of the following:

· Thinking skills

· Cooperative learning

· Graphic Organisers

· ‘Formal’ analytical methods

· Oral presentations

6. Here are some suggestions regarding what could be included in your Supporting Material:

· Orals ( formal and informal ( individual / group / class presentation

· Sticky notes in your texts

· Web searches

· Research ( time / setting/ author / text / associated works

· General notes

· Reviews / articles( annotated

· Visual diagrams ( eg T charts / KWL Charts / Network trees / Mind maps etc.
· Blog Entries

· Meetings with the teacher

· ‘Formal’ analytical methods ( Plot / setting / characters / ideas / techniques etc 
· Possible essay foci

· Possible essay questions

· Drafts of Critical Essay

· Final copy of essay

7. As the Study develops, continue to refine/redefine the focus of your study. How has it changed, deepened, developed? Record this reflection as part of the Study because it helps your teacher to see how you are refining your analysis/skills.

8. Always be alert for connections through similarities and differences.

9. Always be alert for connections that you did not anticipate and be prepared to change your focus if this occurs.
10. Analyse characterisation through comparison and contrast and remember that this is a device of the author which is used to support the ideas being explored.
11. Include questions you want answered and later, remember to discuss possible solutions you found.

12. Consider the significance of the setting of the texts: time and place, changes, similarities and differences

13. Consider the themes/issues/ideas.

14. Consider the title of the texts.

15. Analyse author’s craft: for example, poetic devices, symbolism, imagery, tone, climax, language, narrative voice, narrative perspective. In addition, for film, you could also look at lighting, soundtrack, camera angles and movement, editing, dialogue, credits.

16. Make sure you are considering the features of the text types you have chosen to study.

17. Consider the audience/intended audience. Socio-cultural context is important.

18.  Relevant quotes and references to texts should be woven into your evidence.

19.  Reflect on the study process as you go and refine your point of view.

20.  Include possible ideas for the Critical Essay as your Supporting Material builds.

21.  A suggested approach is to

· analyse the first text in detail

· choose a second text because of the focus which arose in your analysis of the first
· analyse the second text while also linking with the first

· gradually hone your evidence until it has distilled into a suitable focus from which a question for the Critical Essay can be developed.
INDIVIDUAL STUDY - CRITICAL ESSAY

1. Always give yourself plenty of time for the essay.

2. Make sure you consult your teacher so that the question is appropriate for the task.

3. Remember that this course is focused on the ‘how’ and ‘why’ of the author’s craft so your question should reflect this.

4. Aim to integrate your discussion of both throughout the essay.

5. Make sure you weave quotes from both texts into your response.

6. You should expect to write up to 5 drafts (maybe more) of the essay, therefore make sure you allow enough time for this.

· Remember that your teacher is keen to support you in this phase of the process but they are only human, so make sure you take their schedule/workload into account when planning this section of the Study.
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‘Never, Never Land’ of the Individual Study

(These points are worth a mention but only so that you gain from the experiences of those who have gone before you!)

1. Never use The Bold and the Beautiful approach to characters – that is speaking of the characters as real people about whom you are having a good gossip! Remember characters are devices of the author and should be treated as such.

2. Never discuss the cover of the text. This is often a publishing decision about which the author may not have been consulted at all.

3. Never structure your Supporting Materials as a series of chapter summaries. Create your own framework for the Collection of Supporting Material. 

4. Never be tempted to plagiarise. Penalties are heavy.

5. Never include a list of quotes for its own sake. 

6. Never choose a question which limits you to recount and descriptions of characters.

7. Never leave the Critical Essay until the week in which it is due.

8. Never write two mini essays – one on each text – and submit it as a single response.

9. Never lie about your word count. 

Some Other Advice to Consider

1. A novel and a film of the same novel, or an author study, can be problematic because there is often not enough to support a detailed study. There are lots of similarities but not much to really generate a good Study.

2. Similarly biographies and autobiographies can limit you to recount and emotive responses to what are often very dramatic and empathy provoking lives. Students are often reluctant to critically analyse such texts because they are too swept away by the narrative and too subjectively connected to the author/author’s life.

3. Your teacher is a valuable resource and ally. Keep them ‘in the loop’.

4. Remember that ‘more’ is not a synonym for ‘better’. Stay within the word limit for the Critical Essay.
5. Similarly, studying more than two texts does not give you an advantage.
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Individual Study Reminders

Make sure you have a cumulative word count on each page of the Critical Essay.

Supply a cover sheet for the C.E. Include:
· your SACE registration number

· your question

· your list of texts and authors

· title of each section.
You should not have anything on your Critical Essay which identifies you, the school or me.

The deadline is ……………………………………….. No extensions so don’t ask, and try to submit well before this deadline please!

All the best with it.
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