APPLICATION

INVESTIGATION

In this Application you will decide upon an issue of community concern and conduct research.  You will need to develop and apply your skills in conducting a research investigation. This will include defining and finding information, then selecting, analysing and organising that information into a written report (such as a newspaper, feature article, essay) or not more than 1000 words. 

You need to make certain that the topic you select interests, or is of use to you. This will help to motivate you. Think about interests, hobbies, future career, along with topics that may be useful in other school subjects and current media issues. Students should choose an appropriate task for their investigation from the following list:

Development of a proposal based on a local community issue or community project.

· Development of a promotional program, including activities for the clients of a service (e.g. the school library).

· Analysis and evaluation of the effectiveness of selected work processes such as archiving, preparing, processing, storing, and retrieving materials (print, electronic, or other).

· Development of an aspect of an appropriate occupational health, safety, and welfare or other training program for a selected workplace.

· Acting as an investigative reporter, creating a news report on an issue, person, situation, or organisation.

Possible Issues:

Environmental concerns – water conservation, animal rights

Health issues - Depression, mental health, asthma, Smoking

Alternative Energy – wind, solar, nuclear

Work Place Concerns – equity, Industrial Relations, Individual Work Contracts, bullying 
Unions

Youth Issues – wages, safety, youth week
Community issue

Make certain that your topic is a suitable candidate – that it is not too broad, or narrow. Consider especially the availability of information.

Once you have chosen a topic it is important to narrow and define the focus of research 

· List off the things you do know

· List the things you need to fins out

· Develop your topic into a question – you report then becomes the answer

· Develop at least three sub questions which you need to find out

The more specific the information the stronger the final grade will be. It also helps to have an idea of the type of report you are going to write. Choosing an audience early may save work later.

Research Sources

You will use a combination of primary and secondary sources. Primary sources are the best as they avoid the issue of plagiarism. Remember you need to have a clear idea of what you want to find out. You need to be prepared for interviews, surveys, emails, letters and phone calls. (See notetaking guide)
POSSIBLE SOURCES:

· Personal Network: family, friends, acquaintances

· School: Librarians, teachers, other students
· Community Resources: Phone books, libraries, citizen’s advice
· Texts: Newspapers, magazines, T.V., books, other publications
· Electronic Sources: Internet, CD ROMS, DVDs, Databases
· Interviews: witnesses, agents, experts, public.
Once the material is gathered, students will need to:

· Select and organise the information in appropriate form

· Consider the language features of the material

· Consider the type of language appropriate for their report

· Consider the range and features of primary and secondary sources.
Report Style

You will need to find, examine and annotate at least one report in the style which you intend to utilse. You will need to consider:
· Layout – use of columns, information boxes, font type and size, layout of text (How many sentences per paragraph?)

· Opening - what techniques are used to engage your attention?
· Structure – Is it linear, how is the information organised?
· Key People/ subject – how are they represented, what language is used to describe them, are stereotypes used, is dialogue used (are they allowed to speak in their own voice or are their words/ ideas interpreted?), are they portrayed sympathetically or not?
· Point of view/ or narrative voice – who is giving the information, is it in first or third person, is the narrator involved in the text or just observing or commenting, is the narrator reliable, are there multiple narrators?

· Vocabulary -  simple, extensive, specialist, vivid ,mundane, formal or informal, use of jargon or slang – what age group and audience profile does it suit?

· Visual elements – diagrams, photographs, illustrations, colour, placement and background – how do these elements contribute to the meaning of the text?
· Tone – what tone is used, does it change throughout the text?
· Atmosphere or mood – what type is created and how?
· Evidence – use of statistics, experts, personal experiences – how important are they, how are they referenced?

· Use of humour – what kind is it and what is the impact on the reader?

· Ending – is there a there a new perspective or does it sum up the content?

· Themes and issues – what ideas are explored in the text and how?
· How does it appeal to the reader through emotions, sense of justice, patriotism, fears, hopes, desires, greed, ethno-centrism?

· Audience – who is the implied audience and how can you tell, how successfully does it appeal to the audience?
Reports which aim to inform will feature the following:

· Facts are emphasised

· Neutral, objective attitude

· Clarity

· Use of relevant technical words

· Impersonal tone

· Lack of bias

· Graphics

· Language level appropriate for the intended audience.

Reports which aim to inform as well as persuade will feature:

· A selection of facts which back and achieve the writer’s purpose.
· An emphasis on the writer’s opinion rather than facts
· A personal tone
· Emotive and imaginative language designed to create an emotional and personal reaction in the reader and possibly change their attitude and /or behaviour
· Bias or a one sided point of view
· Graphics
· Catchy slogans to grab attention
· Language level appropriate for the intended audience.
Your written report will demonstrate your ability to investigate the topic independently with a focus on primary resources, to select the material appropriate for your report, you capacity to use sources in a report in evidence of conclusions and an appreciation of your intended audience.
Your oral will focus on the process of the research and organising the presentation.  You will need to include information about why you choose the issue, where you found the relevant information and demonstrate your understanding of bias, value judgement and relevance.  
Below are two possible proformas for the structure of the report:

	Report Style One

	Definition/ what is it?/ How prevalent is it?



	History of the problem or issue. Include some reliable statistics



	More detailed information about the problem or issue



	Causes



	Treatment



	Evaluation of the effectiveness of the treatment/ programs of lack of treatment/programs/support



	Future prospects and recommendations. What needs to be done? What could be done better? What are possible future developments?



	Conclusion


	Reference list



	Bibliography



	Optional: Appendix: Survey analysis, interview questions


	Report Style Two

	Definition/ what is it?/ How prevalent is it?



	History of the problem or issue. Include some reliable statistics



	Why are people currently concerned/ interested in the issue?

	Arguments supporting

	Arguments against


	Evaluation: How valid are the arguments for?

                  How valid are the arguments against?


	Recommendations: What changes should be made? What needs to be done? What could be done better? What are possible future developments?


	Conclusion


	Reference list



	Bibliography



	Optional: Appendix: Survey analysis, interview questions


