Stage 2 English Communications
Assessment Exemplar

Assessment Component 4: Application, Multimedia Web Authoring

The following exemplar has been developed to demonstrate one of the ways the application can be used or presented in the classroom.

Youth Issues

One of the Applications you may choose to do is ‘Multimedia Web Authoring’. Your task will be to create a web site to show your ideas, opinions, and knowledge of issues that affect young people and our world.

Before you actually begin to use the computers, you need to plan and design your pages carefully.

Read the list of requirements and assessment criteria before you start.

So what are the issues? Choose from the following list or negotiate an alternative with your teacher. You will need to be very precise in describing the issue – that is, what is good or bad about a particular situation and why is it of interest or concern to you.

These issues may be about the environment, social issues, or those related to medical or technological discoveries. You can concentrate on local, national, or worldwide concerns.

· Endangered species – individual animals, Australian species, DNA collection, habitat preservation, poaching, illegal trade, biodiversity.

· Alternative energy sources – solar, wind, wave or nuclear power, use of waste gases, energy efficient cars, heating and cooling options.

· Pollution control – water, air or solid waste, landfills and rubbish disposal, recycling.

· Environmental disasters – oil or chemical spills, earthquakes, bushfires.

· Specific environment protection – the sea/oceans/beaches, the Murray River, deserts, national parks, land-care, land clearing, salinity.

· Genetically modified foods, animals, people. 

· Cloning, transplants, IVF.

· Crime and punishment – juvenile crime, prisons and sentencing.

· Space – exploration, pollution, etc.

· Mental health issues – depression, stress, abuse of substances, help line.

· Harassment – bullying, racial issues, discrimination.

· Ability and disability.

· Homelessness. 

· Multicultural identity – what do people from other cultures bring to our lives, reconciliation, sacred sites.

· Inventions and discoveries that have changed our lives.

· Schools – what should they be like, changing roles, the ideal school?

· Physical health – weight and fitness, body image.

· Relationships – what is most important, what can cause problems?

PLANNING PAGE for 

Topic _______________________________________________________________________

5 things I already know/believe about this topic are:

Some questions I have about the topic are:

I can find the information by:

(You can use people, books, newspapers, magazines, CDROMs, INTERNET)

Some images/designs/colours that would fit in with my topic are:

NB: When considering design features, look at/ reflect on sites you have visited and what made them successful or not.

Planning a Website

The following list will help you manage the process.  Tick each task as you complete it.

	1.
	Identify the general content – an overview of the topic
	

	2.
	Decide on the layout – use a diagram such as a flow chart
	

	3.
	Decide on the look and feel of your pages – theme, unique, customised
	

	4.
	Finalise the text and image content – draft on the word processor. Remember this must be in your own words not simply copied
	

	5.
	Create the final masterpiece
	

	6.
	Submit the web on a CD or by launching it on the Net and giving the web address
	


Notes _____________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________________

The topic I would like to investigate and write about is:

_____________________________________________________________________________

The first steps in my investigation will be:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have successfully used the Internet to find information:   Yes /No / Sometimes. 

Requirements and Assessment Criteria

Read the following list carefully to check that you have met the requirements for this Application and included all the relevant details in your web pages.

1.
You must include all of the following 3 elements:

· written information

· hyperlinks

· visual design.

You must include at least 2 of the following elements:

· sound

· photo editing

· video editing

· animation.

NB: these should not be considered a major part of the site, rather a simple demonstration of the student’s ability to include appropriate features such as an animated button or a picture that has been modified to create a new, relevant image.

2.  How much do I need to do?

· Between 5 and 10 screens

· Substantial text

3. What do I need to present for marking?

· Lead up notes/ drafts/ planning – evidence of site development

· A hard copy and logic map of the site

· A CD ROM or working address of your completed website

· An oral presentation of 4 – 6 minutes describing and explaining the process of creating your site

4. What else will the teacher be looking for? Evidence of:

· an understanding of the conventions, structures and features of effective web design eg notes, collected images, annotated drafts;

· reflections about the limits and advantages of web based information and how web design influences how people access information;

· clearly identified and described issue with specific examples;

· originality ;

· fluency and accuracy of expression;

· personal opinions;

· use of headings and subheadings;

· a bibliography.

Some Useful Website Addresses

(type these into the address box at the top of the page and press enter)

· http://www.homeworkcentral.com/ (for any subject)

· www.peacechannel.com (issues related to war and peace)

· www.seac.org (student environmental action coalition)

· www.discovery.com (all subjects)

· www.solardome.com (alternative energy)

· www.solstice.crest.org/renewables (alternative energy)

· www.nrelinfo.nrel.gov (alternative energy)

· www.geneethics.org (cloning, genetics)

· www.bandursban.org (pesticides, environment)

· www.cbn.org.au (environment, biodiversity)

· www.murrayusers.sa.gov.au (health of the Murray)

· www.nationalgeographic.com (all subjects environmental, society)

You will need to record all the resources you use including any other websites you think are useful.

· ____________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________

Some web sites where you can find free graphics:

· www.bellsnwhistles.com
· www.free-graphics.com
· www.clipart-graphics.net
· www.clipart-graphics.net
Writing about your issue for your web page

Remember that the purpose of your web site is to explore and discuss Youth Issues. Your first draft* should be done in Word and saved in your own directory.

1. The first page (screen) should include a brief overview of the issue – i.e. describe and define the issue in your own words.

For example:

I am concerned about how many teenagers drink alcohol to excess and/or use drugs of some kind. Some people may think this is OK but to me it shows that there is something wrong with our society if the only way teenagers can have fun is by getting ‘off their face’. If they are using alcohol and other drugs to escape from reality, this is also a problem, as instead of solving anything, the situation often just gets worse.

What are we as a society doing to help teenagers cope with problems so that there is no need to resort to drugs and alcohol?

2. The other pages (screens) need to use subheadings and should refer to specific examples.
For example:

· Drugs most commonly used
· Some serious consequences
· Physical and mental health
· Help lines
· What can we do?
· Bibliography +
* You must not copy/cut and paste written material from other web sites or any other source. This is called plagiarism and also infringes copyright laws.

If you wish to include copyright material you must have permission to do so and acknowledge the source of the material.

+ Remember that the bibliography is where you list all the places you gained information including people, books, magazines, other web sites etc.
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