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Overview of the Session

While the 2007 English Studies Assessment Report has been used as the basis for this session, this is a peer TD session organised by SAETA.

Should you have any queries or concerns regarding the administration or assessment of the English Studies course, please contact the Curriculum Officer at SSBASA.

Individual Study 
The 2007 Changes


“…student achievement levels for both the study and the exam remain on par with previous years, indicating that the change in the requirements was confidently and successfully embraced.”
Text Choice

· Students need guidance when choosing texts suitable for the close study this assessment component requires.

· Students should enjoy the journey – they need to ‘own’ this assessment task.

· Contemporary texts can often complement more traditional texts.

· Seemingly unusual combinations can produce excellent responses. 

· Students should consider all suitable genres and acknowledge the different characteristics of these text types.

· Students should choose texts which stretch them…but not to breaking point.

· Beware:

· same author studies

· the use of biographies

Both are acceptable in the current course but “many markers commented on the fact that such text choices often limited student response. Students often find it difficult to compare and contrast the works of a single author (or) to distance themselves sufficiently from the events of the text to analyse technique.”
Text Selections from 2007
Thanks to a number of markers who supplied titles for the following list. This will be available on the SAETA website.

1984 / Orwell

A Town Like Alice / Shute



A Very Long Engagement / VT 

All Quiet on Western …/ Remarque

Almost French / Turnbull

American Beauty / VT

American Psycho / Ellis

Babel / VT

Big Fish / VT

Billy Elliot / VT

Birdsong / Faulks


Black Diamond / VT

Border Crossing / Mc Ewan


Brave New World / Huxley


Brokeback Mountain / VT


Captain Corelli’s Mandolin / de Bernières

Charlotte Gray / Faulks

Chocolat / Harris


Cinema Paradiso / VT

Cloudstreet / Winton


Cold Mountain / Frasier


Cold Mountain / VT

Collateral / VT

Crime and Punishment / Dostoevsky


Curious Incident …/ Haddon


Death of a River Guide/ Flanagan

Dirt Music / Winton 

Disgrace / Coetzee

Divine Wind / Disher 

Donnie Darko / VT

Enduring Love / Mc Ewan
 

Enemy of the People / Ibsen

Equus / Shaffer

Eva Luna / Allende


Fight Club /  Palahniuk

Fried Green Tomatoes / VT

Garden State / VT

Gattaca / VT

Handmaid’s Tale / Atwood


Heart of Darkness / Conrad


High Fidelity / Hornby


I Am Sam / VT

I’m Not Scared / Ammaniti

In Cold Blood / Capote 

Japanese Story / VT

Life Is Beautiful / VT

Like Water for Chocolate / Esquivel

Lolita / Nabokov

Long Day’s Journey…/ O’ Neill


Lost in Translation / VT

Madame Bovary / Flaubert


March / Brooks


Memento / VT

Mosquito Coast / Theroux

My Brilliant Career / Franklin  


Mystic River / VT

On Green Dolphin Street / Faulks

On The Beach / VT

Once on a Winter’s Night / Calvino

Once Were Warriors / VT


Pan’s Labyrinth / VT

Perfume / Susskind


Perfume / VT

Pride and Prejudice / Austen

Rainman / VT


Rebecca / Du Maurier


Road to Perdition / VT

Secrets and Lies / VT

Tess of Durbervilles / Hardy

The Agony and the Ecstasy / Stone
The Alchemist / Coelho 

The Bean Patch / Painter
 

The Book Thief / Zusack 

The Castle / VT

The Collector / Fowles 


The Divine Wind / Disher 

The Doll’s House / Ibsen


The English Patient / VT

The Graduate / VT

The Great Gatsby / Fitzgerald


The Great World / Malouf


The Hours / Cunningham


The Kite Runner / Hosseini

The Lives of Others / VT

The Memory Keeper’s Daughter / Edwards

The Outsider / Camus


The Passion / Winterson

The Piano / VT 

The Piano Tuner /  Mason

The Picture of Dorian Gray / Wilde

The Reader / Schlink


The Secret River / Grenville


The Shadow of the Wind / Ruiz Zafón

The Sorrows of Young Werther / Goethe

The Sound and the Fury / Faulkner

The Talented Mr Ripley / VT

The Vanishing / VT

The Woodsman / VT 

True History of the Kelly Gang /    Carey 

V for Vendetta / VT

Vanity Fair / VT

Vernon God Little / Pierre


Veronica Decides to Die / Coelho

Wuthering Heights / Brontë

Plagiarism

· Plagiarism still an issue – attracts heavy penalties.
· We as classroom teachers are best placed to stamp this out by encouraging our students to:

· develop good time management skills

· create appropriate Supporting Materials

· utilise the SSABSA Record Sheet throughout the process

· frame a suitable, specific question.

Crucial Elements of the IS

It is crucial that students are fully engaged in the FOUR stages of the Study which address the Criteria for Judging Performance:
· Understanding and Analysis

· comprehension and processing/analysis 
· Comparison

· Linking
· Application

· question development and discussion

· Communication

· showcasing of the above
All this occurs throughout the development of the IS.

· Supporting Materials (formative) and ultimately the Critical Essay (summative)

Supporting Materials/Preparation

· Supporting Materials are a way for students to closely analyse their texts so that the focus for their essay becomes clear. 

· The Critical Essay is a ‘stand alone’ assessment task but students must be encouraged to develop suitable Supporting Materials in preparation for the essay.

· The Critical Essay then needs to be written against the stated criteria for this section of the course. 

Question Development

Successful students consult with their teachers when framing the question for the Critical Essay so that the focus of that question helps the student to meet the criteria for this section of the course.

· Limited questions often encourage:

· discussion of characters as real people.

· discussion of topic rather than the way in which the author explored an    identified issue.

· recount.

· Limited questions often:

· include statements that limit the scope of further discussion.

· are too lengthy “the intent of the question subsequently unclear to both student and marker.” 

· Good questions:

· allow students to discuss technique at length and often included key phrases such as ‘in what ways’, ‘compare the ways’.
· are succinct and provide a clear task. 
· allow students to demonstrate:

· knowledge of the texts

· understanding of the authors’ use of techniques 

· recognition of the interplay between what an author presents in the texts and the values, beliefs, and experiences of the reader*

· a coherently developed argument in the Critical Essay

· effective use of evidence from the texts to support the argument.

The Essay
· Students should avoid:
· verbose language.

· extensive block quotations which often draw the student away from the very point they were illustrating.
· believing the quote is all they need - interpretation is essential. 
· favouring one text over the other.
· discussing each text in an isolated way which limits the final score their essay attracts.

Keeping within the 2000 word limit
· Some students disregarded this requirement.

· Exceeding the word count suggests a lack of polish and should be discouraged.

· Nothing over 2000 words is read by the marker.

Keys to Success
· Consistently 

· addressing the criteria for the Critical Essay and

· utilising the Performance Standards are the keys to success.

· Well structured arguments

· Relevant embedded quotations 

· Integrated, relevant, discussion points across both texts.

Learning Outcomes
At the end of the program in English Studies, students should be able to:
· analyse texts, demonstrating depth of understanding and engagement;

· identify the structural, conventional, and linguistic features used by authors in constructing texts;

· understand that the interpretation of texts is influenced by the interplay between what the author presents in the text, the context in which the text was generated, and what the reader, viewer, or listener brings to the text;

· compare and contrast texts to evaluate the role of sociocultural and situational contexts;

· use evidence to develop and support critical reasoning in the form of sustained argument;

· compose texts that engage the interest of the reader, viewer, or listener;

· show critical understanding of how their own texts may be interpreted;

· express ideas clearly and accurately in a range of appropriate forms and registers.

Criteria for Judging Performance

The student’s performance in the Individual Study will be judged by the extent to which he or she demonstrates:

Understanding and analysis
· To what extent does the student demonstrate knowledge of the texts?
· How clearly does the student explain authors’ use of techniques to shape the reader’s response? 

· To what extent does the student recognise the interplay between what an author presents in the texts and the values, beliefs, and experiences of the reader?
Comparison
· How clearly does the student recognise the similarities and differences between the texts in the critical essay? 
· How effective is the critical essay in developing the connections between texts? 
Application
· How coherently does the student develop the argument in the Critical Essay?
· How effectively does the student use evidence from the texts to support the argument?

· How effectively does the student integrate quotations into the line of discussion?
Communication
· How effective is the structure of the Critical Essay? 
· How accurate and fluent is the expression in the Critical Essay?

· How appropriate to the audience and form is the register used by the student in the Critical Essay?
Performance Standards
These are available on the SSABSA website and should be used in conjunction with the Learning Outcomes and the Criteria for Judging Performance to help students monitor and assess their progress.

Final Thoughts

This is an excellent way in which students can independently show their ability to apply all they have learned in the English classroom. 

We as teachers should be buoyed by the fact that, as one marker observed, there is ‘continuing improvement in the standard of the essays (which) indicates the great efforts of students and teachers’.

