Teaching English Studies for the first time…

Teacher Assistance

· SSABSA – English Teachers’ email group

· abbiethomas@walford.asn.au
Resources

· Insight Outcomes English Year 12

· Insight Literature for Senior Students
· SSABSA website
· English Studies Essentials: Critical Reading Workbook: Adelaide Tuition Centre
Assessment Outline

The school assessment is worth 50% of the final assessment. It is moderated by the class’s achievement in the final examination.


Written text production (2 – 3 creative writing pieces) 

20%


Oral text production (minimum two orals)


20%


Shared text responses (including critical reading)

60%

External assessment is worth 50% of the final assessment.

Examination
30%



Individual study
20%

	TERM 1
	1. Response to drama text

2. Essay on drama text

3. Poetry – creative response

4. Poetry essay

5. Critical reading 

Oral – Audition or director’s address to class for drama text


	Week 3

Week 5

Week 7

Week 8

Week 10

Week 4

	TERM 2
	1. Creative response - prose

2. Paired text oral – technique

3. Paired text chapter handout

4. Paired text essay

5. Critical reading

Orals – speak on an aspect of the pair eg structure, symbolism, narrative perspective setting & prepare paired text chapter handout


	Week 2

Week 4

Week 6

Week 8

Week 10

Week 4 & 6

	 TERM 3
	1. Critical reading (examination)

2. Poetry essay

3. Film oral

4. Critical reading

5. Essay on film

Oral – analysis of a film technique or teaching the class about one small section of the novel

***the individual study is sent to SSABSA towards the end of term – probably Friday week 9
	Week 1

Week 4

Week 6

Week 8

Week 10


The individual study will be assessed regularly through appointments so that I can monitor your progress. 

Tips for teaching parts of the program

Drama Text Study 

Consider features of this text type. 
Familiarise students with how to study a play, stage notes etc. 
Activities: audition, character posters, director’s discussion, quotation exercises, plot the action of the play. 

Single & Paired Text Study

Reading in own time
Detailed study of opening, closing passages & key passages
Posters of characters, setting, symbols, structure

Second text study: don’t study in isolation, begin pairing as you begin the reading

Treat characters as devices, constructions of the author, not real people. 

Example 1

Amanda in Williams’ The Glass Menagerie is a frustrated, hysterical woman who is sad and trapped. If Amanda was able to escape the apartment and get a job her life would be so much better. 

Example 2

Williams uses the frustrated, often hysterical, Amanda Wingfield to develop the idea of how we to favour illusion when reality is simply too hard to face. 

Example 1
Ian McEwan’s Atonement is very different from Michael Frayn’s Spies because Briony Tallis does not tell the story in first person in the beginning, but Stephen Wheatley in Spies does. Briony does narrate the book later on because she is an author. 

Example 2

Ian McEwan establishes his central character Briony’s story through third person narrative in the opening section of his novel Atonement to gain the reader’s sympathy, even if from a distance. In contrast, Stephen Wheatley is both character and narrator in Frayn’s Spies and works as a retrospective narrator who elicits our trust through the unreliable, but confessional style of a first person narrator. 

Film Study:
Watch for pleasure

Watch for analysis: assign each student a film technique to prepare tutorial & handout

Always consider film techniques in your response, even in a pairing of a film and novel.

Don’t compare similarities and differences for this purpose alone, do so to discuss their effects. 

Example 1

Both Gattaca and 1984 explore the idea of an individual’s innate desire to fight against oppression and triumph despite hardship. Both texts are concerned with this idea, because both central characters grow up in harsh societies.
Example 2

Both Gattaca and 1984 explore the idea of an individual’s innate desire to fight against oppression and triumph despite hardship, but use different and similar techniques to explore this idea. Andrew Niccol’s Gattaca does so through the powerful use of symbolic lighting and filters, whereas George Orwell’s 1984 uses narrative perspective and structure. 
Individual Study

Regular informal book chat to monitor progress

Text production: narrative in style of book

Be strict with deadlines, leave enough time to check draft
Supporting Material – it must exist! Set homework time and check, grade progress

Encourage exciting, dynamic text choices. Keep films and plays in mind. 

Developing a good question, emphasise the how, compare and contrast. 

Don’t use exam questions for Individual Study essay topic

Example 1

Discuss the key themes of Tim Winton’s The Riders and Kate Grenville’s The Secret River.
Example 2
Compare and contrast the ways Tim Winton and Kate Grenville explore the complexity of identity in their texts The Riders and The Secret River.  

Poetry Study

Mp3, digital recordings of quotations for own use

Poetry posters

Writing Tips for Poetry Study

Try to avoid essay becoming list of techniques. Discuss what is at the heart of the poems, must know content and context before techniques.

Good to combine poems and contrast them. 
Tips for In-Class Essays for Text Responses

You might to use the following steps: 

1. Draft response to be checked by teacher

2. Essay plan + quotes

3. Quotes

4. Final stage: bring a pen and paper, nothing else!

Examination 

SAETA’S exam preparation night

Past exams – student do these and mark them, you can double mark

Answer the questions – train students to answer the question – not prepared response
