Example of Critical Analysis of Political Cartoon
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Content: US President George W Bush, dressed as William Tell, is reassuring Tony Blair, dressed in Army uniform, that the enormous missile pointing at the apple shaped Saddam Hussein on the head of the young boy symbolising the Iraqi people, is ‘deadly accurate’, implying no one will get hurt if they invade Iraq apart from Saddam.





Author: Nicholson is an Australian political cartoonist who is published in The Australian. Most of his cartoons have been critical of Australia’s involvement in the war on Iraq.





Context: This was published in The Australian on the 25th January 2003, whilst there was ongoing debate about whether the UN would sanction the US invading Iraq on the basis of them having weapons of mass destruction. English PM Tony Blair supported US President Bush in his desire to get rid of Saddam Hussein. Australia’s PM also supported Bush, but there was deep division in Australia as to whether Australian troops should join in an invasion not approved of by the UN.





Purpose: To satirise Bush’s arrogance in thinking a war will not harm the Iraqi people, just take out Saddam, and Blair’s willingness to go along with whatever he suggests.  
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Layout: Eye is drawn to the imposing missile pointing to an apple shaped Saddam on head of innocent looking boy labelled Iraqi people. Bush & Blair are beneath missile. They are caricatured to help identify them. Bush’s hand pointing up to the missile draws further attention to its size, making us question his assertion that it is ‘deadly accurate’.





Tone: satirical as it sends up Bush and Blair’s willingness to go to war on Iraq without thinking about the consequences for civilians. Reveals Nicholson’s opposition to the war.





Visual Images: Boy looks vulnerable and innocent with wide eyes and bare feet. Saddam looks slightly worried. His hat & moustache identify him. Blair’s huge flapping ears & grinning toothy mouth make him look like a gullible school boy believing whatever Bush tells him. Bush’s face is also caricatured and his green  archer’s costume, quiver of arrows & funny hat clearly identify him with William Tell.





Title: Draws attention to Bush’s arrogance and belief that he is doing the right thing by comparing him to the Swiss hero William Tell who was forced by the Austrian governor ruling Switzerland at the time to shoot an apple off his son’s head with an arrow as punishment for not respecting the empire’s rule. The title explains the imagery used in the cartoon. 





Colour: Red faced Saddam apple draws attention to him. Boy in purple represents sacrifice. Bush in green reminds us of both Tell and Robin Hood. Blair in khaki evokes the army with his bright blue sash showing his status as leader. Missile in black with spots of orange, red and blue makes it look imposing and threatening.





Use of Language: Humorous pun on ‘deadly’ in terms of the missile. ‘Latter-day’ refers to Bush trying to relive the heroic legend of William Tell in the modern age. 





Implied audience: Educated readers of The Australian with knowledge of current affairs, world leaders and the legend of William Tell.








Appeals: to our emotions by making us empathise with the poor Iraqi people who will obviously suffer if Bush goes ahead and invades Iraq. 


Appeals also to our sense of humour in the way the political figures are caricatured.


Appeals to our shared cultural heritage in our knowledge of the legend of William Tell.
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