Name: ..............................................


Film Review Writing
Remember your task is to help your reader work out if they wish to see this film, but you only have up to 1000 words to do so. If a friend has seen a film the first question you will usually ask them is: What is the film about? Your review has to answer that question. Try to include the following:
· Give a brief synopsis (plot outline) but don’t give away the ending! Don’t retell the whole story line.
· Describe its Genre 

· Humour

· Comedy

· Drama, etc.
How does well does it fit the expectations of the genre? If it breaks your expectations, is this a good or bad thing?
· Details about the central characters. Are they likeable, flawed, complex, evil, misunderstood, victims of circumstance, heroic etc? Do they change or develop during the course of the film?
· Mention the main actors and how well they have performed: what it is that they did well and what qualities they brought to the role.

· You may mention the actors’ previous films if they are relevant.
· Give the name of the Director and his/her previous films. The director is responsible for most aspects of the film, so you can address your praise or criticism of any aspect of the film towards them.
· Good and bad points – what is effective and successful and what isn’t. How could it have been improved?
· Specific scenes that work well and why. Give details that will whet your reader’s appetite to go and see the film.
· You may like to mention particular filming qualities and technical points such as:
· Camera work

· Special effects

· Lighting

· Colour

· Music

· Screenplay (script)
· The type of audience it would suit and why.
· What moral or message is communicated? There may be more than one.
· Your final recommendation. Is this a satisfying film to watch or frustrating or unfulfilling? Why?
Note: Write the review in the present tense, as if the events of the film are happening as you write.
Once you have finished your draft of your review, critically re-read it and ask yourself the following questions to help you improve it:

1. How engaging is my opening? What could I do to improve it? 

2. How effective is the structure of my review? Could changing the order of it improve it in any way? Have I covered all the main points I wish to make?

3. What images have I used to describe elements of the film? Are they original and striking? Could I use more or could better ones be used? 

4. Have I given evidence to support all my points?

5. How strong is my ending? How could I improve it? 

6. Finally, how fluent and accurate is my writing? Consider your spelling, sentence structure, use of apostrophes and other punctuation etc. All of these need to be accurate and it is up to YOU to ensure this! You need to get them all as accurate as possible before submitting your draft to me for final feedback and fine-tuning. 
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