Name: ..............................................


Yr 12 English Communications – Application 1

Writing for Publication
In this application you will choose a form of magazine writing and apply the skills learnt to produce a 1000 word polished magazine article suitable for publication (using a page layout program). You will need to decide where your article would be published and include this on your writing. The process will involve considering the needs of the audience.

Your magazine article could be based on one of the following:

· Review (such as a film / book / concert / play / restaurant)

· A biography of someone you know personally and can interview
· A sports article about a sporting event you could attend
· A travel article on a place you know well or have visited
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A school newsletter eg for House
· An article for a technical or special interest journal eg surfing, cars, country life
· An article on an artist whom you can interview
· A human interest story

· A famous building

· Boarding life

· Or anything else which you are interested in and could research through your own personal engagement and interaction – NOT through just looking up information on the internet or in books!

Using your journal to record your responses, start researching your chosen form of writing. Clearly explain the type of writing you have chosen, its target audience and where it would be published. Find examples of this writing in a range of publications and annotate these examples in your journal, mentioning the following literary and textual conventions:

· Layout – use of columns, information boxes, font type & size, layout of text, drop caps

· Title – impact of title; is it a pun, question or simply informative?

· Opening – what techniques are used to engage your attention?

· Structure – is it linear; how is the information organised?

· Key People – how are they represented; what language is used to describe them; are stereotypes used; is dialogue used; are they portrayed sympathetically or not?

· Setting – how is it described and what is its significance?

· Point of view or narrative voice - who is giving the information; is it in first or third person; is the narrator involved in the text or just observing or commenting; is the narrator reliable; are there multiple narrators?

· Conflict or crisis – what is its nature and is it resolved?

· Vocabulary – simple, extensive, specialist, vivid, mundane, formal or informal; use of jargon or slang – what age group and audience profile does it suit?

· Figurative language – metaphor, simile, personification, paradox, oxymoron, hyperbole

· Devices of sound – repetition, onomatopoeia, alliteration, assonance, rhyme, rhythm

· Symbolism or allegory, use of motifs – how effective are these techniques?

· Visual elements – diagrams, photographs, illustrations – how do these elements contribute to the meaning of the text? What is the impact of the use of colour?

· Tone – what tone is used; does it change throughout the text?

· Atmosphere or mood – what type is created and how?

· Evidence – use of statistics, experts, personal experiences – how important are they?

· How does it appeal to reader through emotions, sense of justice, patriotism, fears, hopes, desires, greed, ethno-centrism?

· Use of humour – what kind is it and what is its impact on the reader?

· Ending – how satisfactory is it? Is there a new perspective or does it sum up the content?

· Themes or issues – what ideas are explored in the text and how?

· Audience – who is the implied audience and how can you tell? How successfully does it appeal to the audience?

Once you have analysed the literary and textual conventions, you are now ready to start your own writing. You need to record the processes you go through in your preparation. This could include gathering information (interviews, research, conducting surveys, consulting experts), making sure that you use the appropriate vocabulary and structure your response in an appropriate way. 
Remember to acknowledge your sources. Your information should come from your own personal research and interaction, not simply from the internet or books. Any information you do find from sources other than your own brain, must be clearly acknowledged, even if you have rewritten the information you gained using your own words. Otherwise you could be accused of plagiarism and get zero marks for the piece. Possible topics are:

General interest articles: Formal fever, city vs country life, the advantages and disadvantages of boarding, adolescent groups, mobile phone etiquette, drink spiking, a sporting event, coffee culture
Rural issues: drought, hardships, isolation, education, community spirit, Ute culture, working dogs, women on the land, country fashion

Travel articles: local area, recent holiday, overseas destinations, eco holidays
Tourist brochures: local area or tourist destination
Specialist articles: Alzheimer’s Association, impact of ipods, music, computer game culture, Adelaide artists

Biography of a relative: grandparent or ancestor

Reviews: concerts, novels, restaurants, food events

You will also perform an Oral Presentation (maximum of 6 minutes) – a reflection on the process of developing your writing to publication standard. See the attached sheet for further details. 

Due date: 
	Criteria for success
	Excellent

30
	Well done
	Satisfactory

15
	Needs work

1

	Understanding

Recognition of conventions, structures and features of chosen form of expression

Understanding of how conventions shape text
	
	
	
	

	Application

Application of skills in producing a chosen form of expression 

Engagement in process

Imaginative & original product

Versatility in producing texts for different contexts, audiences & purposes
	
	
	
	

	Evaluation

Evaluation of effectiveness of application of conventions in product
	
	
	
	

	Communication

Accuracy & fluency of expression

Appropriate form & register for audience & purpose
	
	
	
	

	Comments:

Grade:       /30
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