Why this pairing works (in my opinion!!!)
· The nature of the two texts allows a great deal of thematic discussion which is also based around the writing and directing style.
Fundamentally, what a yr 12 student needs to be able to do is talk about the techniques which an author of a text has used, while at the same point linking these into the way in which they relate to the core themes of the books. With these two texts, the similarity of central themes, ironically highlights the differences between the two texts, setting up some great in class discussions. (This is especially true in relationship to the ideas of morality and immorality, good and evil, the nature of power, religion, and the way in which women  are portrayed as victims of their relationships), but the themes are so clearly linked into the expression of the authors, tat it is impossible to discuss ideas without direct reference to the texts.

Equally, both texts are rich in literary and cinematic technique, but rich in a way which is clear and appeals to even the less subtle members of the class. It is hard to miss Ida’s ‘big breasts’ (no joke intended!) because they are so frequently used, as are images of Pinkie’s youth and inexperience and the juxtaposition of these ideas with Boy’s use. (Greene always refers to Pinkie as ‘The Boy’ – discuss!). The use of religious symbolism and language is also frequent, and the characters also talk openly about their Catholicism, making the language more obvious, and more easily identified.

Similarly, the construction of The Third Man echoes this, but clearly with cinematic rather than literary devices. The use of repeated images, the construction of the movie as a parody of a Western, (while having the central character as a writer of westerns!) the visions of Vienna both good and bad, the music and the way it effects the interpretation of the scenes, the use of animals, children, windows and lighting, are all clear and relate directly to the central aspects of the themes of the film. Reed has also clearly taken a leaf from Greene’s book, and he never uses an idea once when it can be used five times! Equally, he uses images of heaven and hell, The Prater Wheel ascent into heaven is followed by Lime’s fall into hell and the symbolism of the sewers where he crosses the river Styx into the after life, and dies trying to escape, a fallen angel.

I believe it is this similarity of construction, and yet difference of approach thematically which makes these texts such a good pairing. I’m currently looking for a new pairing with similar qualities, but am yet to find one!!!

