Y12 English Studies
Relationships, Time & Individual Perception 

2009 course

STUDY OF TWO SINGLE TEXTS
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The focus of this study should be the role of the author in constructing the text and the part played by the reader in making meaning of the text. The study …  should be designed to address the ideas, experiences, and emotions explored in the texts [and the] place of stylistic features, such as narrative perspective and structure, setting, and characterisation, in achieving the author’s purpose …  Students could also consider the factors that affect different readers’ interpretations of a text. The study … will be a shared activity based on texts chosen by the teacher from the list of prescribed texts. Teachers may choose a film text, a prose text, or a drama text for this study, depending on their selection of texts for the other studies.
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Pride and Prejudice (1813)
Jane Austen
Novel

This novel provides a picture of the life of gentrified society in late 18th century England. The role of women and marriage is held up for inspection as the strong female character, Elizabeth, overcomes the limitations of her family, and the strict rules of society, to win the heart of the enigmatic Mr Darcy. Austen shows how sanity and intelligence can break through the obscurities of social custom. The limitation suggested by her narrow range of settings and characters is illusory; working within these chosen limits, she observed and described very closely the subtleties of personal relationships, while also appealing to a sense of principle which she believed to be threatened in a fragmenting and increasingly cosmopolitan society. (3 x 1st & 2 x 3rd choices)
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Waiting for Godot (1953)
Samuel Beckett
Drama

A play that has come to epitomise more than any other the absurdity of the human predicament in the modern age, Becket creates a powerful and moving parable out of the barest of means: two sad clown-like characters waiting for a third who never arrives. Originating in the fool of Shakespearean drama and the tramp of silent comedy, the characters of Vladimir and Estragon convey the absurdity and the tragedy of existence in an artistic context that resembles musical composition more than the classical “imitation of nature.” (3x 1st & 1x 2nd choices)
STUDY OF PAIRED TEXTS

Studying two texts in relation to each other allows students to widen their understanding of the constructed nature of texts and to gain a better understanding of the influence of sociocultural contexts in generating both the text and the response of the reader. The influence of context on language and the way in which power, bias, and discrimination are embedded in language can be considered. Studying one text in relation to another allows students to recognise that the same idea, experience, emotion, or opinion can be explored in different ways. By exploring ideas of intertextuality students can consider the choices made by authors and the interpretation made by readers. Teachers must choose one of the texts for pairing from the list of prescribed texts. The other text may be chosen from other sources...   Texts may be paired as written and film versions, provided that the stylistic elements of each genre are explicitly identified and compared. Focusing on the narrative alone would not be sufficient to meet the learning outcomes. 

A key concept in effectively pairing two texts for critical or analytical purposes is the tension between similarity and difference. Teachers will need to be mindful of this when choosing the two texts for study. For example, very similar works by the same author may be a logical pairing but may not allow students to draw sufficient comparisons. Similarly, two texts that are widely different in theme and style may be difficult to connect effectively. The most productive pairings are those likely to provide ample scope for establishing both similarities and differences.
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Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind (2004)
Michel Gondry
Film
Joel (Jim Carrey) is stunned to discover that his girlfriend Clementine (Kate Winslet) has had her memories of their tumultuous relationship erased. Out of desperation, he contracts the inventor of the process, Dr. Howard Mierzwaik (Tom Wilkinson), to have Clementine removed from his own memory. But as Joel's memories progressively disappear, he begins to rediscover their earlier passion. From deep within the recesses of his brain, Joel attempts to escape the procedure. As Dr. Mierzwiak and his crew (Kirsten Dunst, Mark Ruffalo and Elijah Wood) chase him through the maze of his memories, it's clear that Joel just can't get her out of his head.
Atonement (2001)
Ian McEwen
Novel
Ranging from 1935 to the turn of the 21st century, Atonement is an exploration of guilt and the need for forgiveness. Briony Tallis’ over active imagination leads her to accuse Robbie Turner of a crime for which he pays a high price, first in prison and then in World War 2. Her sister, who loves Robbie, never forgives her and Briony spends the rest of her life seeking atonement, first through nursing and then through writing as a form of literary confession. By the end, this moving novel is as much about the interaction of writers and readers as it is about the stresses and strains of human relationships. (4 x 1st & 2 x 2nd choices)
The choice of these paired texts, and of the course as a whole, largely derived from the close ‘majority’ preferences from students (those who bothered to vote) for the novels Atonement (four 1st & two 2nd choices) and Pride & Prejudice (three 1st & two 3rd choices). As these are themselves an unlikely pairing, I chose a film text to connect with one to make the paired texts and used the other as the first single text. Unfortunately, none of the class’ preferred film texts were suitable for such a pairing, but I was able to choose a film I have taught successfully before.  As the State Theatre Co. is again running its ‘Theatre of the Absurd’ workshops in 2009,  I was happy to make our second single text the most popular play (one 2nd & three 1st choices) Waiting for Godot. The pairing of Atonement with Eternal Sunshine enables us to focus on the themes of fractured human relationships, memory, forgiveness, love and the human need for second chances. Both texts also experiment in very obvious ways with narrative structure, especially in their use of time, and equally provide both hope for redemption and a very ambivalent tone about romantic or passionate attachments.
The key assessment criterion for the paired texts study is:

· How effectively does the student compare and contrast texts to evaluate the role of sociocultural and situational contexts?

The options for establishing a link between these paired texts could be:

· A common theme, idea, or topic (e.g. relationships, memory, forgiveness, love)

· The same historical or literary period (both are produced as early 21st C. postmodernist avant-garde texts – one literary the other ‘art-house’ cinema – but their textual settings differ between a nostalgic 20th C. past and a semi-science fiction near future)

· The same genre or different genres (novel vs. cinema; heartbreaking romance; socio-historical mystery vs. psychological quest)

· Similar or contrasting cultural perspectives (English vs. American authors)

INDIVIDUAL STUDY
(I strongly recommended that you begin this study over the Xmas vacation)
There are two parts to the individual study: the critical essay and a collection of supporting material used for the preparation of the critical essay. The individual study is intended to provide scope for the development of student interest outside the texts studied as a class. For this reason it is undertaken independently, although teachers will have a key role in supervising and advising students.

In association with their teachers, students must choose two texts for individual consideration. These texts may include extended prose texts, plays, anthologies of verse by single poets, or a film. No text chosen for the shared studies can be counted as part of the individual study, although students may choose other texts by an author selected for their shared studies. No more than one feature film or the equivalent in length of a collection of short films may be included in this selection.

A key concept in this study should be an understanding that texts may be interpreted in many different ways. There are many readings of a text and there is no single or definitive answer to complex issues of interpretation. The individual study is designed to promote the student’s self-awareness as a reader, and should refine students’ ability to discern the craft of the author and the effect of this on their response.

A useful focus for study is intertextuality. Students’ interpretation and understanding of the texts chosen for study will be informed by their awareness of other texts. Each of the texts being studied will form part of the intertextual context for the other, as will all the other texts that the student has experienced.
The collection of supporting material will reflect students’ developing understanding of the selected texts. It will give students the opportunity to document and clarify the links they make between the texts and to identify the structural, conventional, and language features used by authors in constructing texts. In addition, students will show their understanding that interpreting texts is influenced by the interplay between what the author presents in the text, the context in which the text is created, and what the reader, viewer, or listener brings to the text. The collection of supporting material may be composed of brief notes, extended commentaries or observations, or visual representations of ideas or concepts. Having considered a number of features of the texts, students will use the collection of supporting material to plan and begin writing the critical essay that will connect the two texts in a purposeful way.

The critical essay (max. of 2000 words), in which the two texts must be discussed in relation to each other, allows students to demonstrate their ability to generate and sustain a critical opinion, using accurate and clear written expression. Students should direct their consideration of the texts towards the ways in which critical understanding can be demonstrated in examining the two texts in relation to one another.

More information on strategies suitable for this study is available in the support materials on the SACE Board of SA website (www.ssabsa.sa.edu.au ).

NB: This is very close in methodology to the Year 11 Connected Texts study. With that in mind and using the above guidelines, read at least ONE text of your own choosing over the Xmas vacation. You could also view a film or films (or read another book) that may connect with it, and should begin some notes on your reading for the supporting study. However, DO NOT choose a linking theme before finding two texts – it can turn the study into a bland straightjacket that creates below average responses. Refer to the school’s intranet (Curriculum\English\Y12 English Studies\Individual Study) for further guidelines and resources.
SOME SUGGESTED READING / VIEWING
There are many, many titles in our library from which you can choose and of course you can go wider than our resources. Please refer to the lists of both print and film texts which are on the school’s intranet (Curriculum/English/Y12 English Studies/Individual Study Resources Page) and remember to make use of the human resources at your disposal such as librarians at your local library (e.g. Mitcham), good book sellers (e.g. Imprints in Hindley St., Mary Martin’s in Rundle St., Matilda’s in Stirling, most Dymocks bookstores, or even Borders in Rundle Mall) or anyone else who has a passion for reading.

Just make sure you like the texts (you have to live with them for a year) and that they give you scope for analysis.  Be guided by others, but the ultimate choice remains yours.
I strongly recommend that you also buy the book How Novels Work by John Mullan. It is an indispensable guide for analysing the kind of fiction you should be reading for your Individual Study. Not only will it give you ideas for good books to choose, but it also uses our shared text Atonement for explaining many narrative techniques!
School Assessment Plan: Relationships, Time & Individual Perception 
St John’s Grammar 2009
	Term
	Component / texts
	Summative tasks
	Timing
	Weightings

	1
	Personal writing TP1
	Photo memoir – capturing memory
	1
	5%

	1
	Oral TP1
	Individual Study speech
	2
	5%

	1
	Pride & Prejudice
	Single text analytical essay 
	3
	5%

	2
	Critical reading #1
	Online commentary on class negotiated text(s)
	4
	5%

	2
	Poetry
	Multi-text comparative analytical essay
	5
	5%

	2
	Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind / Atonement
	Paired text comparative analytical essay
	6
	5%

	3
	Critical reading #2
	Trial exam comprehension section
	7
	5%

	3
	Oral TP2
	Performance of a scene from Waiting for Godot
	8
	5%

	3
	Waiting for Godot
	Single text analytical essay (exam conditions)
	9
	5%

	4
	Journalistic writing TP2
	Feature article on a contemporary issue
	10
	5%

	SCHOOL ASSESSED TOTAL
	50%

	3
	Individual Study
	
	20%

	4
	Examination
	 
	30%

	EXTERNALY ASSESSED TOTAL
	50%

	TOTAL   
	100%


T1
WTP1, OTP1, STR1
T2
CR1, PTR, PR

T3
CR2, OTP2, STR2,

T4
TP2

Borrow from the library and READ in the holidays








� Text choices were based on a total of 10 returns of student votes derived from the ‘Course outline & text selection guide’. 





