Digital Storytelling
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A unit of work by:
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Duration:

2 Weeks

Area of study:

 English Communications: Application
Context: 

Using Photostory 3 to create a multimedia presentation in order to:

· Develop and understand the power of visual narrative through the juxtaposition of written text, image, personal voice and music

· Enhance sense of audience and purpose when planning and creating a text, through the careful choice and integration of; visual image, spoken word and aural effects, particularly music

· Produce own multi- media texts, film, using conventions and structures of the particular form.

· Development of personal voice in order to communicate an idea, interest or point of view. 

· Use voice to express emotion, mood and or personal viewpoint

Learning Outcomes:  SSABSA Curriculum Statement: 

1.Show an understanding of the relationship between audience, purpose and form in a range of communication modes in a number of contexts

2. Identify the language structures and conventions of texts, and the way the language in texts represents ideas, power relationships, values, and interests(

3. Clarify and articulate own ideas and values through critical engagement with texts and language.

4. Demonstrate an understanding of the conventions of a variety of textual forms and modes;

5. Compose texts that are relevant to the context and achieve their purpose.

6. Show critical awareness of how own texts may be interpreted or used

Learning Activities:

· Develop a digital story( film) in a genre ,and on a topic of your choice. 
· Collect and import a sequence of digital or scanned images into Photostory 3, that reflect the chronology, mood and tone of the planned text 
· “Storyboard” the presentation, linking photos and text to express the essence of your narrative
· Resize and import photos into Photostory 3, using editing tools where desired, transitions
· Use “Audacity” program to record voice and insert music track into photostory presentation.

· Import audio file (voice and music) into Photostory to complete presentation.

Assessment criteria

1. Film/digital story is structured using the conventions and features of the genre:
· Storyboarding and scripting

· Lighting and colour

· Characterisation and special effects

· Length and type of shot

· Transitions between shots

· Soundtrack, sound effects and music

· Editing

· Design

· Cutting, fading and dissolving

2. Selected images are sequential and work to complement and enhance the power of the spoken word to communicate your  purpose to an audience

3. Spoken text is clear and fluent, expressing the mood and tone intended
4. Background music track is appropriate to content and theme of digital story
5. incorporation of effects, visual and sound,  as appropriate 

6. Graphics and titles are incorporated as required

7. Evidence of storyboarding and scripting submitted with final product

8.  Original draft(s) submitted with finished product

	Structure of digital story
	Demonstrates to a high degree, genre and its conventions
	Clearly evident
	Partially evident
	Little evidence

	Script
	Script strongly supports  and enhances visual story
	Script supports  and enhances visual story 
	Some evidence of scripting to support visual story
	Little evidence of scripting

	Selection & sequence of images
	Selection of images  powerfully informs progress  of story
Images are correctly sequenced
	Images are selected and sequenced effectively to complement spoken voice and inform progress story
	Images are selected and sequenced competently to complement spoken voice and inform progress of story
	Selection and sequencing of image rarely complement voice or inform progress.

	Spoken voice
	Spoken voice is clear, fluent and expressive
	Highly effective in communicating purpose and mood to audience
	Moderately effective in communicating purpose and mood to audience
	Further work required

	Music
	Choice of music effectively complements image and voice.
	Highly effective
	Moderately effective
	Ineffective

	Design
	Design of film highly effective and incorporates a range of film conventions 
	Design of film effective and incorporates some film conventions
	Design of film basic and incorporates few film conventions
	Design of film inadequate.

	
	
	
	
	

	Storyboard
	Strong evidence of storyboarding process
	 Clear evidence of storyboarding

process
	Some evidence of storyboarding

process
	Little evidence of storyboarding


Teachers Notes

It is important that students carefully plan their “stories” through the production of an initial “pitch”
Once the script has been written students can select photos to reflect progress and theme of the text OR select a sequence of photos (images) and construct text around images. Either process is acceptable in terms of the complementariness of image and voice.

Students must always keep in mind the purpose of the presentation event in their. Students may decide that the audience for the photostory is the class and teacher, or widen it to include parents and a wider school audience. However they should clearly understand that the particular audience intended for the photostory will inform its content and style. 

 As the presentation is hybrid in nature, employing at the same time written text, spoken word and visual image, there is the opportunity to demonstrate creativity and originality in the interaction of image, voice and background sound. Students who may not write strongly/ fluently, here have a chance to excel when utilising other media- ie the presentation is not wholly dependent on the written word.

When preparing to introduce the task, make sure that the technology is working before hand. 

· Microphones tested

· Software installed and working on all computers

· Media player 10 is installed on the computers students will use

· You have organised that students have enough space to save their project files, which can be large. ( Make sure that images are resized before importing into photostory)

While there are more options for creativity when using “Audacity” to record the audio track, it can easily and simply be completed using just the photostory program, particularly if you have limited time.

Some relevant sites/resources 

Australian Centre for the Moving Image

http://www.acmi.net.au/digital_stories.htm
This site has a wide range of digital stories for viewing particularly within the Australian context. There are also links to other sites including the “Capturing Wales “ project of Daniel Meadows, who is a digital stories pioneer.

Microsoft site –Photostories

http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/digitalphotography/photostory/default.mspx
This site is excellent. Lots of ideas, troubleshooting, and hints for successful story creation. You can download the software free here also.

Technology School of the Future- Moodle site

http://moodle.tsof.edu.au/
This is the most excellent resource! 

Lots of stories, links to English resources, examples of students’ work and teachers hints







