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Formative Tasks
Individual Tasks

Chapter Questions

As you re-read the novel, answer the following questions.  Find quotations and examples where relevant.

Chapter 1: December 2001

1. What do we learn about the protagonist Amir in the opening chapter of the novel?

2. What questions does this chapter raise about the narrative?

Chapter 2

1. Describe Hassan’s physical appearance.  Why do you think the author has given us such a detailed description of his appearance?

2. What impressions of Hassan does the reader get in this chapter?  

3. Describe Hassan’s relationship with Amir. 

4. What impression does the reader get of Amir’s home?  How is this juxtaposed with Hassan and Ali’s home?

5. Describe Amir’s relationship with his father. 

6. What do we learn about Amir’s mother?

7. What do we learn about Hassan’s mother?  

8. How does this chapter link to the theme of ‘Brotherhood’?

Chapter 3

1. What do we learn about Baba, Amir’s father in this chapter?  How does he appear to Amir?

2. What is Baba’s attitude to religion?  How is this ironic given the later revelations about Hassan’s real father?

3. What more do we learn about Amir’s mother? 

4. In what ways does Amir struggle with Baba’s relationship with Hassan?

5. What is Amir’s particular interest?  How did Baba respond to this?

6. What is Rahim Khan’s attitude to Amir?

Chapter 4

1. How is the theme of friendship explored in the relationships between Baba and Ali, and Amir and Hassan?  How does ethnicity and religion affect their relationships?

2. How are the daily routines of Hassan and Amir different?  Why is this the case?

3. How is the Persian tale (on page 28) ironic in terms of Amir’s relationship with Hassan?

4. Compare Baba’s reaction to Amir’s first story with that of Rahim Khan and Hassan?  What effect does this have on Amir?

Chapter 5

1. How does Hosseini use the historic event of Daoud’s coup in 1973 to develop the relationship of Amir and his father?

2. The confrontation of Amir and Assef is Amir’s first moral challenge.  How does he respond?  What is the author suggesting about Amir’s behaviour?

3. Assef says to Amir, “Someday, I’ll make you face me one on one.” (p. 40).  In what ways does this foreshadow later events in the novel?

4. How does Amir react to Baba’s gift to Hassan?  Why?

5. Why is the surgery to Hassan’s face ironic?

Chapter 6

1. For what reasons was winter Amir’s favourite time of the year?

2. Why is kite flying so important to Amir?

3. Why do you think Amir needs to assert power over Hassan?

4. What is Hassan’s particular skill?  

5. What do you think is the significance of Hassan’s gaze (p 50-1)?

6. Hosseini writes ‘In the winter of 1975, I saw Hassan run a kite for the last time’ (p 51).What effect does this have on the reader?

7. What does winning the kite flying contest mean to Amir?  Why? 

Chapter 7

1. On page 58, Amir says ‘How could I be such an open book to him when, half the time, I had no idea what was milling around in his head?’  What does this suggest about the relationship between the two boys?

2. As Hassan runs off to find the kite, he smiles at Amir.  Amir says ‘The next time I saw him smile unabashedly like that was twenty-six years later, in a faded Polaroid photograph.’  What is the significance of this statement? 

3. As Assef prepares to rape Hassan, the narrative is interrupted by a series of memories and dreams that come to Amir’s mind.  What is the significance of each in terms of Amir’s relationship with Hassan?

4. As Hassan is raped, he is described as having ‘the look of the lamb’.  What is the significance of this image?

5. How did you respond to Amir’s complicit betrayal of Hassan?  Why?

6. Read the final paragraph of this chapter on page 74.  How do you respond to this?

Chapter 8

1. On page 80 Amir sits up in bed and says, ‘I understood the nature of my new curse: I was going to get away with it.’  How has keeping the secret of Hassan’s rape affected Amir? How is Amir physically affected by the self-loathing he is experiencing?  Consider the whole chapter.

2. On page 82, Hassan says to Amir, ’I don’t know what I’ve done, Amir agha.’  How do you respond to Hassan’s attitude to Amir? 

3. The implied author of this novel is Amir.  Try to describe the tone he uses (that is, that used by Hosseini) in this chapter.  Consider the attitude of the implied author to his own actions as a boy.  Try to find words and phrases to support this.

4. What is the significance of Rahim Khan’s story about the Hazara woman he wanted to marry?  Why do you think he invites Amir to confide in him?

Chapter 9

1. What is Amir’s solution to the problem with which he is faced?

2. What gift does Ali and Hassan give Amir?  What effect does it have on him?

3. In what ways is Hassan confessing to the theft his ‘final sacrifice’ (p 98) for Amir?

4. In what ways does Hassan show his wisdom and perception in this chapter?

5. Who or what do you think is ultimately to blame for the events of this chapter?

6. Why do you think the author Hosseini, chooses to have it rain at the end of this chapter.

Chapter 10: March 1981

1. What do you think life has been like for Amir and Baba since Ali and Hassan left?  

2. What is life like under the control of the communists?

3. In what ways does the incident between Baba and the Russian soldier allow the reader to make comparisons between Amir and Baba?

4. What has happened to Kamal?  How does this reinforce the experienced by Hassan?

5. What is Amir’s ‘good’ and ‘happy’ memory?  What has he included?  Left out?  Why?

Chapter 11: Fremont, California.  1980s

1. Contrast the behaviour of Baba in the Nguyen’s store with that of earlier chapters.  Why has he changed?

2. In what ways is Amir’s attitude towards America different?  Consider pages 120 and 126.

3. On page 121 Hosseini has Baba speaking in broken English.  Why do you think the author has done this?

4. On page 125, Amir says, ‘I didn’t want to sacrifice for Baba anymore.  The last time I had done that, I had damned myself.’  What does he mean?

5. What do the stories about Soraya suggest about Afghani attitudes towards women?

Chapter 12

1. When Baba is diagnosed with cancer, he becomes angry when Amir says ‘What about me, Baba?  What am I supposed to do?’ (p 144).  Why does he respond this way?

2. What are traditional Afghani attitudes towards women?  What is the correct procedure for courting a woman?  How does Amir’s attitude and behaviour differ?  Why?

3. Why is General Taheri so protective of his daughter?

4. In what ways is Soraya a ‘better person’ (p 152) than Amir?

Chapter 13
Structurally, this chapter marks a midpoint in the novel where Amir crosses the boundary from being a child to becoming a man.  Three important milestones take place: his marriage, the death of his father and the publication of his first novel.
1. When Soraya is nursing Baba, Amir realises she has been reading to Baba from his notebook of stories.  Amir leaves the room to cry.  Why does he react in this way?

2. Why do you think the thought of having to find his own way in life without Baba ‘terrified’ (p 161) Amir?

3. For what reasons does Amir think he is different to other Afghani men?  Refer to pages 164-166.

4. When something good happens to Amir (his wedding, p 158; when his book is published, p 168) he thinks of Hassan.  Why do you think this is?

5. What major world and political events occur at this time in the novel?

6. What does Amir believe is the reason he and Soraya cannot conceive?

Chapter 14: June 2001

1. Why do you think it is important for the narrative that the reader knows that the events of this chapter are taking place in June 2001?

2. What is confirmed for Amir after the phone call from Rahim Khan?

3. Amir is reminded of Hassan’s words, ‘For you, a thousand times over!’  In what ways does this chapter mark a new phase in Amir’s journey through this novel?

Chapter 15

1. What has life become in Afghanistan? 

2. What is the source of Amir and Rahim Khan’s different attitudes to Rahim Khan’s illness?

Chapter 16

1. The narrative voice changes in this chapter.  Whose voice is it?  What effect does this have on the reader?

2. What good things have happened to Hassan?  What does this suggest about his life?

3. Why does Hassan refuse to move into the house with Rahim Khan?  How is this ironic?

4. What has happened to Hassan’s mother?  How does Rahim Khan describe her in her younger days?

5. Sanaubar never explains why she eloped.  Why do you think she left Ali and Hassan?

6. What skills does Hassan teach Sohrab? 

7. What different reactions do Hassan and Rahim Khan have to the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan?

8. Re-read the final paragraph of the chapter.  What effect would this have on the reader?

Chapter 17

1. How does Amir respond to Rahim Khan’s mission to bring Sohrab from Kabul?

2. In what ways is the death of Hassan and Farzana ironic?

3. In what ways is this chapter the turning point of the novel?

Chapter 18

1. In what ways are Amir and Baba similar?

2. What is the purpose of Amir’s quest?

3. In what ways might the reader’s attitude to Amir change at this point?

Chapter 19

1. What evidence does Hosseini provide of the Taliban’s control? Consider the whole chapter.

2. What aspects of Afghani attitudes and culture have survived?  How is this communicated in the novel?  Why does Amir hide the money he leaves at Wahid’s home?

3. What is the significance of his dream?

Chapter 20

1. What further picture of life under the control of the Taliban do we get?

2. What does Amir learn about his mother from the beggar?

3. What does Hosseini imply is happening to the children in the orphanage.

Chapter 21

1. What is Farid’s reaction when he finds out Sohrab is a Shi’a muslim?

2. What techniques does Hosseini use to communicate the horror of the execution at the football game?

3. In what ways are the Taliban shown to be hypocritical?

Chapter 22

1. What is your reaction to the ‘thoughts … flying around’ in Amir’s head on p. 252-3?

2. What is your reaction to the Talib’s account of the Mazar massacre?  Why?

3. What techniques does Hosseini use to create a dramatic impact in this chapter?

4. The character of Assef is frequently associated with Hitler (see pages 37-8, 91 and 261).  In what ways does this affect the reader’s reaction to him?

5. What is the significance of the section in italics on page 264?

6. What is your reaction to the ending of this chapter?

Chapter 23

1. What techniques does Hosseini use to communicate Amir’s disorientation? 

2. In what way is Amir’s split lip symbolic?

3. Rahim Kahn says, ‘A man who has no conscience, no goodness, does not suffer’ (p. 276).  What does this suggest about Amir?

4. What is Rahim Khan’s explanation for his father’s behaviour?  How does Amir react to this? How do you react?

Chapter 24

1. What impact has the abuse had on Sohrab?

2. What do you think Hosseini’s view of revenge and justice is?  Use evidence to back up your comments.

3. The ‘insanity’ of Western bureaucracy is ironically juxtaposed with the ‘insanity’ of the Taliban regime.  What point is Hosseini trying to make?

4. How is the news about Sohrab’s humanitarian visa ironic?

Chapter 25

1. What is the significance for Amir of Sohrab’s suicide attempt?

2. From p. 315 until p. 320 Hosseini uses the present tense.  What effect does this technique have?

3. How is the book Shahnamah symbolic?

4. What is the significance of the differing attitudes (American and Afghani) towards the ending of films?

5. What does Amir’s reaction to General Taheri’s assertion that Sohrab is a Hazara tell us about Amir?

6. What role does the September 11 2001 bombing of the Twin Towers have on Amir and Soraya?

7. What is the event that leads to Sohrab breaking his silence?  What is the significance of this event? 

Summary Questions
1. Narrative Voice

Who is telling the story?  What affect does this have on the reader?

2. Narrative Structure

Describe the structure of the novel.  Construct a timeline of the chapters as they occur from 1975 to 2001.  What effect does this structure have on the novel?

3. Characters
Construct character profiles of the following characters:

· Amir

· Hassan

· Baba

· Ali

· Sohrab

· Soraya

· Rahim Khan

· Assef

· General Taheri

· Farid
4. Themes

Comment on the following themes, using quotations to support your comments:

· Brotherhood, kinship and friendship

· Betrayal and redemption

· Father/son relationships

· Religious faith

5. Stylistic Features
Consider the impact of the following stylistic features:
a. Style of language, including imagery.  Consider the reflective tone and the description used by Hosseini.

b. Use of echos and repetition, such as:

· ‘For you, a thousand times over.’

· rape of Hassan, Kamal and Sohrab

· the threat to make Assef ‘one-eyed’

c. Symbolism and motifs, such as 

· kites

· blood

· the hare lip

· Hassan’s smile

· the pomegranate tree

d. Use of irony

Created by Rose Hampel, Clare High School.  Source: Sherman, Sue 2006. Cambridge Wizard Student Guide: The Kite Runner, Cambridge University Press, Port Melbourne.

Group Task: Book Club Questions

In pairs you will be allocated one of the book club questions.  With your partner, discuss the question.  Present a summary of your discussion to the class.  (Source: Penguin  Group: Reading Group/Book Club: The Kite Runner, <http://us.penguingroup.com/static/rguides/us/kite_runner.html> Accessed 16 February 2008.)

1. The novel begins with Amir's memory of peering down an alley, looking for Hassan who is kite running for him. As Amir peers into the alley, he witnesses a tragedy. The novel ends with Amir kite running for Hassan's son, Sohrab, as he begins a new life with Amir in America. Why do you think the author chooses to frame the novel with these scenes? Refer to the following passage: "Afghans like to say: Life goes on, unmindful of beginning, end...crisis or catharsis, moving forward like a slow, dusty caravan of kochis [nomads]." How is this significant to the framing of the novel?

2. The strong underlying force of this novel is the relationship between Amir and Hassan. Discuss their friendship. Why is Amir afraid to be Hassan's true friend? Why does Amir constantly test Hassan's loyalty? Why does he resent Hassan? After the kite running tournament, why does Amir no longer want to be Hassan's friend?

3. Early in Amir and Hassan's friendship, they often visit a pomegranate tree where they spend hours reading and playing. "One summer day, I used one of Ali's kitchen knives to carve our names on it: 'Amir and Hassan, the sultans of Kabul.' Those words made it formal: the tree was ours." In a letter to Amir later in the story, Hassan mentions that "the tree hasn't borne fruit in years." Discuss the significance of this tree.

4. We begin to understand early in the novel that Amir is constantly vying for Baba's attention and often feels like an outsider in his father's life, as seen in the following passage: "He'd close the door, leave me to wonder why it was always grown-ups time with him. I'd sit by the door, knees drawn to my chest. Sometimes I sat there for an hour, sometimes two, listening to their laughter, their chatter." Discuss Amir's relationship with Baba.

5. After Amir wins the kite running tournament, his relationship with Baba undergoes significant change. However, while they form a bond of friendship, Amir is still unhappy. What causes this unhappiness and how has Baba contributed to Amir's state of mind? Eventually, the relationship between the two returns to the way it was before the tournament, and Amir laments "we actually deceived ourselves into thinking that a toy made of tissue paper, glue, and bamboo could somehow close the chasm between us." Discuss the significance of this passage.

6. As Amir remembers an Afghan celebration in which a sheep must be sacrificed, he talks about seeing the sheep's eyes moments before its death. "I don't know why I watch this yearly ritual in our backyard; my nightmares persist long after the bloodstains on the grass have faded. But I always watch, I watch because of that look of acceptance in the animal's eyes. Absurdly, I imagine the animal understands. I imagine the animal sees that its imminent demise is for a higher purpose." Why do you think Amir recalls this memory when he witnesses Hassan's tragedy in the alleyway? Amir recollects the memory again toward the end of the novel when he sees Sohrab in the home of the Taliban. Discuss the image in the context of the novel.

7. America acts as a place for Amir to bury his memories and a place for Baba to mourn his. In America, there are "homes that made Baba's house in Wazir Akbar Khan look like a servant's hut." What is ironic about this statement? What is the function of irony in this novel?

8. What is the significance of the irony in the first story that Amir writes? After hearing Amir's story, Hassan asks, "Why did the man kill his wife? In fact, why did he ever have to feel sad to shed tears? Couldn't he have just smelled an onion?" How is his reaction to the story a metaphor for Amir's life? How does this story epitomize the difference in character between Hassan and Amir?

9. Why is Baba disappointed by Amir's decision to become a writer? During their argument about his career path, Amir thinks to himself: "I would stand my ground, I decided. I didn't want to sacrifice for Baba anymore. The last time I had done that, I had damned myself." What has Amir sacrificed for Baba? How has Amir "damned himself"?

10. Compare and contrast the relationships of Soraya and Amir and their fathers. How have their upbringings contributed to these relationships?

11. Discuss how the ever-changing politics of Afghanistan affect each of the characters in the novel.

12. On Amir's trip back to Afghanistan, he stays at the home of his driver, Farid. Upon leaving he remarks: "Earlier that morning, when I was certain no one was looking, I did something I had done twenty-six years earlier: I planted a fistful of crumpled money under the mattress." Why is this moment so important in Amir's journey?

13. Throughout the story, Baba worries because Amir never stands up for himself. When does this change?

14. Amir's confrontation with Assef in Wazir Akar Khan marks an important turning point in the novel. Why does the author have Amir, Assef, and Sohrab all come together in this way? What is this the significance of the scar that Amir develops as a result of the confrontation? Why is it important in Amir's journey toward forgiveness and acceptance?

15. While in the hospital in Peshawar, Amir has a dream in which he sees his father wrestling a bear: "They role over a patch of grass, man and beast...they fall to the ground with a loud thud and Baba is sitting on the bear's chest, his fingers digging in its snout. He looks up at me, and I see. He's me. I am wrestling the bear." Why is this dream so important at this point in the story? What does this dream finally help Amir realize?

16. Amir and Hassan have a favorite story. Does the story have the same meaning for both men? Why does Hassan name his son after one of the characters in the story?

17. Baba and Amir know that they are very different people. Often it disappoints both of them that Amir is not the son that Baba has hoped for. When Amir finds out that Baba has lied to him about Hassan, he realizes that "as it turned out, Baba and I were more alike than I'd never known." How does this make Amir feel about his father? How is this both a negative and positive realization?

18. When Amir and Baba move to the States their relationship changes, and Amir begins to view his father as a more complex man. Discuss the changes in their relationship. Do you see the changes in Baba as tragic or positive?

19. Discuss the difference between Baba and Ali and between Amir and Hassan. Are Baba's and Amir's betrayals and similarities in their relationships of their servants (if you consider Baba's act a betrayal) similar or different? Do you think that such betrayals are inevitable in the master/servant relationship, or do you feel that they are due to flaws in Baba's and Amir's characters, or are they the outcome of circumstances and characters?

Stage 2 English Studies




Name: _________________________

Assessment Component: Shared Studies (Single Text)
Text: The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

Task: Prepared Essay





Weighting: 5%

Task: Your task is to choose one of the following topics for an essay.

1. In what ways does Hosseini’s use of setting reinforce the central ideas of The Kite Runner?

2. How does Hosseini use the interactions between the central character and two other characters to explore ideas in The Kite Runner?

3. What techniques does Hosseini use to maintain the reader’s interest throughout The Kite Runner?

(Questions from the 2005 exam)

Word length: up to 1500 words


Due date: _____________________

	Assessment Criteria:
	Well Done
	Partly Done
	Needs Work

	Understanding

How well does the student show an understanding of the ideas in texts?

· How clearly does the student explain authors’ use of textual features to communicate ideas and influence the reader’s response? 

· To what extent does the student recognise the characteristics of different text types?

· How well does the student understand the role of audience, purpose, and form in a text?
	
	
	

	Analysis and application

How well does the student clarify the role of the author in constructing texts?

· How aware is the student of the role of the reader in making meaning of texts? 

· How precise is the student’s response to the meaning and intention of the set question?

· How effectively and appropriately does the student use evidence from the texts to support an argument?

· How effectively does the student integrate quotations into the line of discussion?
	
	
	

	Communication

How accurate and fluent is the student’s expression? 

· How appropriate are the form and register for the audience and purpose?
	
	
	

	Comment:
Grade: _________




Created by Rose Hampel, Clare High School
Atonement by Joe Wright

Film Chapter Summaries
Chapter 1
· Opening credits

· PART 1

· Briony completes her play and tries to rehearse with Lola and their twins.

Chapter 2
· Briony sees Cecelia and Robbie at the fountain from her bedroom window.

· The scene is repeated with the “true” version of events at the fountain.

· Briony closes the window, looks to camera, then goes to her grotto to write.

Chapter 3
· Leon and Paul arrive, and invite Robbie to dinner that night.

· Leon, Paul and Cecelia discuss Robbie by the lake.

· Robbie bathes.

· Paul approaches Lola for the first time – we see him as a predator.

Chapter 4
· Cuts to Briony writing in the grotto. Voice over of Briony’s version of the relationship between Robbie and Cecelia.

· Robbie types a note to Cecelia, and then handwrites the correct version. (Soundtrack: ********)

· Scene is intercut with Cecelia dressing for dinner.

· Robbie dresses for dinner, takes wrong version of note for Cecelia.

Chapter 5
· Robbie walks to the Tallis home. Gives note to Briony for her to deliver to Cecelia.

· Robbie realises too late he has given Briony the incorrect version.

· Briony reads the note, and gives it to Cecelia.

· Lola reveals her bruised arms (Paul is responsible, but the twins are blamed).  Briony tells her about the contents.  Lola describes Robbie as a “sex maniac”.

· Briony walks in on Robbie and Cecelia having sex in the Library, interpreting it correctly.

Chapter 6
· Robbie and Cecelia discuss the note and reveal their love for each other in the library. They make love for the first time.  Briony interrupts them.  (“true” version of the scene seen by Briony)

Chapter 7
· The family are seated for dinner.  The twins are missing.

· During the search, Briony sees Paul raping Lola.  She believes she has seen Robbie raping Lola.

Chapter 8
· Briony tells the police it was Robbie who raped Lola.  

· Cecelia defends Robbie to the police, telling them not to believe everything Briony tells them.

· Danny Hardman is interviewed by the police as a possible suspect.

· Briony gives Robbie’s note to the police.

· Robbie returns, having found the twins. He is arrested.

Chapter 9
· PART 2

· Northern France, 4 years later.

· Robbie, Tommy Nettle and Frank Mace are hiding from the Germans, having been separated from their unit.

· The British army is retreating to Dunkirk.

· Flashback to Robbie and Cecelia meeting in a café before Robbie is shipped to France.

· Cuts back to France. Robbie reveals the postcard of the beach at Dover and letters from Cecelia. He also reveals his wound.

Chapter 10
· France. Robbie, Tommy and Frank walk to Dunkirk.

· Narration by Cecelia reveals Briony’s letter. Briony is doing nursing training.

· Flashback: Briony tests Robbie to see if he will rescue her from drowning.

· Voice over reveals Robbie’s desire to reunite with Cecelia.

Chapter 11
· Robbie, Tommy and Frank arrive at Dunkirk.

· Sequence shows horror, confusion and destruction at Dunkirk.

· Robbie’s thirst shows the effects of septicaemia.

Chapter 12
· Dunkirk: Robbie seems to be hallucinating in a scene with his mother.

· Tommy cares for Robbie, taking him to shelter in a cellar.

Chapter 13
· Flashback: the scene of Robbie’s arrest is played in reverse.

· Robbie wakes, shouting.  Tommy tries to give him the hope that they will soon return to England.

Chapter 14
· Cut to London, three weeks earlier.  Location: St Thomas’ Hospital.

· Briony is now 18 years old and is training as a nurse.

· Briony’s story “Two Figures by a Fountain” is revealed as is her remorse for her role in Robbie’s arrest.

Chapter 15
· Briony narrates her letter to Cecelia, asking to meet.  (Cecelia received this letter and tells Robbie in Chapter 10)

· Briony reveals her crush on Robbie.  

· Wounded soldiers arrive from Dunkirk. The scene reveals the horror of the war.

Chapter 16
· Briony sits with a dying French soldier.  She realises the benefits of stories and lies if they can give comfort to someone.

Chapter 17

· Montage sequence of propaganda films of the Dunkirk evacuation (shows sanitised version of events).

· Engagement of Paul and Lola revealed.  Briony attends the wedding and realises Paul is responsible for the assault on Lola.

Chapter 18 

· Briony visits Cecelia’s flat.  She reveals Paul’s responsibility for the assault.

· Robbie insists that Briony makes a statement declaring his innocence.

Chapter 19

· Cut to modern day.  An elderly Briony is being interviewed about her latest (last) novel entitled “Atonement” – the story of Cecelia and Robbie.

· She reveals that she fictionalised the story, allowing Robbie and Cecelia to be reunited.

· Robbie died in Dunkirk from septicaemia, Cecelia died in the Balham Tube Station bombing.

· Final scene shows Robbie and Cecelia reconciled on the beach at Dover.

By Rose Hampel, Clare High School

Stage 2 English Studies






Name: 

Oral Presentation: Atonement directed by Joe Wright

Task: Choose one of the following topics and prepare a 2-5 minute oral presentation to the rest of the class.  Your aim is to teach the rest of the class about the feature of the film being focussed on by the topic you choose.

1. Explore the use of music and sound effects in the film. How do they support the narrative?

2. Discuss the symbolism and motifs in the film: water for Cecelia; the stained glass window of St Matilda that Briony looks through as Robbie is arrested; the postcard of Dover and the letters carried by Robbie in France; the repeated phrase ‘Come back’, etc.

3. What does the film have to say about the role of story telling and lies?  Should they be seen as constructive or destructive?  Consider Briony’s role as the storyteller. 

4. Discuss the narrative structure and point of view of the film.  Consider the role of flashbacks; the replaying of certain scenes from different points of view; the role of foreshadowing; and the consideration of what is ‘real’ and what is ‘imagined’.

5. Construct a character profile of Briony.  What motivates her actions? How does she change throughout the film?  How are we positioned to react to her?

6. Construct character profile of Cecelia.  How are we positioned to react to her?

7. Construct a character profile of Robbie.  How are we positioned to react to him? 

8. Construct character profiles of Lola and Paul. How are we positioned to react to them?

9. Discuss the setting of the film.  Consider various locations and their significance: Briony’s bedroom; contrast between the Tallis home and the Turner home; Briony’s ‘secret place’ where she writes; and Dunkirk during the evacuation, including the cellar where Robbie dies. 

10.  Discuss the theme of betrayal.  Who betrays whom?  What are the consequences of this betrayal?

11.  Discuss the theme of atonement.  Is Briony’s atonement adequate for her betrayal?

Handy Hints:

· Provide your audience (i.e. the class) with handouts.

· Use Powerpoint or overhead transparencies to support your presentation.

· If you wish you may show clips from the film.

· You must make specific reference to examples and/or quotations from the film where appropriate.

Due Date: ______________________

Weighting:   **%

	Criteria for Assessment
	Excellent
	Well Done
	Satisfactory
	Needs Work

	understanding

How clearly does the student understand the characteristics of the chosen form of presentation? 

· How aware is the student of the link between purpose and form? 
	
	
	
	

	application

How versatile is the range of forms presented by the student?

· How vivid are the ideas expressed by the student?

· How original are the ideas and techniques in the student’s presentations?

· How appropriate are the elements of the presentations (audibility, intonation, stress, pace, gesture, stance)?
	
	
	
	

	communication
How accurate and fluent is the student’s expression? 

· How appropriate are the form and register for the audience and purpose?
	
	
	
	

	Comments:

Mark: _________




By Rose Hampel, Clare High School

Stage 2 English Studies





Name: 

Assessment Component: Shared Studies (Paired Texts)

Topic/Text: The Kite Runner and Atonement
Form: Paired texts essay (prepared)




Weighting: *%

Task: Your task is to answer one of the following questions in an essay:

1. Compare the techniques that the authors of two texts use to explore the effects of guilt. (2007)

2. Compare the techniques that the authors of two texts use to influence the reader’s point of view about ideas common to both texts. (2007)

3. To what extent did comparing two texts show that human concerns remain the same even when the cultural contexts are different? (2003)

4. In what similar and different ways do the authors of two texts use characterisation to develop ideas? (2003)

Suggested length: up to 1500 words.

	Assessment Criteria:
	Excellent
	Good
	Satisfactory
	Needs Work

	Understanding

How well does the student show an understanding of the ideas in texts?

· How clearly does the student explain authors’ use of textual features to communicate ideas and influence the reader’s response? 

· To what extent does the student recognise the characteristics of different text types?

· How well does the student understand the role of audience, purpose, and form in a text?
	
	
	
	

	Analysis and application

How well does the student clarify the role of the author in constructing texts?

· How aware is the student of the role of the reader in making meaning of texts? 

· How precise is the student’s response to the meaning and intention of the set question?

· How effectively and appropriately does the student use evidence from the texts to support an argument?

· How effectively does the student integrate quotations into the line of discussion?

· How effectively does the student compare and contrast texts to evaluate the role of sociocultural and situational contexts?
	
	
	
	

	Communication

How accurate and fluent is the student’s expression? 

· How appropriate are the form and register for the audience and purpose?
	
	
	
	

	Comment:
Grade: _________




Created by Rose Hampel, Clare High School
Stage 2 English Studies





Name: 
Assessment Component: Shared Studies (Paired Texts)

Topic/Text: The Kite Runner and Atonement
Form: Paired texts essay (essay test)




Weighting: *%

Task: Your task is to answer one of the following questions in an essay.  

1. Compare the techniques that the authors of two texts use to explore the idea that people must face the consequences of their actions. (2006)

2. ‘The past is never over.’  Compare the ways in which this idea is explored by the authors of two texts you have studied this year.  (2005)

3. If your study of paired texts this year involved two different types of texts, how do the authors use the features of their chosen text type to explore similar ideas? (2005)

Suggested length: up to 1500 words.
	Assessment Criteria:
	Excellent
	Good
	Satisfactory
	Needs Work

	Understanding

How well does the student show an understanding of the ideas in texts?

· How clearly does the student explain authors’ use of textual features to communicate ideas and influence the reader’s response? 

· To what extent does the student recognise the characteristics of different text types?

· How well does the student understand the role of audience, purpose, and form in a text?
	
	
	
	

	Analysis and application

How well does the student clarify the role of the author in constructing texts?

· How aware is the student of the role of the reader in making meaning of texts? 

· How precise is the student’s response to the meaning and intention of the set question?

· How effectively and appropriately does the student use evidence from the texts to support an argument?

· How effectively does the student integrate quotations into the line of discussion?

· How effectively does the student compare and contrast texts to evaluate the role of sociocultural and situational contexts?
	
	
	
	

	Communication

How accurate and fluent is the student’s expression? 

· How appropriate are the form and register for the audience and purpose?
	
	
	
	

	Comment:
Grade: _________
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