Wilderness School – Yr 12 English Communications

Atonement – Film Study by Rosie Egan
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NAME …………………………..
Directed by Joe Wright
         Novel by Ian McEwan

Screenplay by Christopher Hampton

Kiera Knightley – Cecilia Tallis, James McAvoy – Robbie Turner, Saoirse Ronan, Romola Garai, Vanessa Redgrave – Briony Tallis, Brenda Blethyn – Grace Turner - Robbie’s mother & the Tallis housekeeper, Juno Temple – Lola, Benedict Cumberbatch - Paul Marshall

Choose one of the questions below for a presentation to the rest of the class:
1. The Opening Sequence – describe the beginning of the film – what does it tell you about the film, the characters, the setting, what does it promise? What is the significance of Briony’s play The Trials of Arabella?

2. What main ideas are explored in the film? You may wish to consider the following: secrets and lies, misunderstandings and misinterpretations, sexual desire, class differences, what it is to be human, can one ever redeem one’s mistakes?

3. The Soundtrack – What is the first sound that you hear? What atmosphere or mood is created by these sounds throughout the film? How does the sound relate to the visuals? Music – how does the film’s music contribute to the mood, the historical & cultural setting and characters’ roles?

4. Setting – Describe the main settings of the novel – in 1935, 1940 and 1999. Where is the film set? How is the setting presented? How does it change throughout the film? How important is the setting to the film? How do the characters relate to the setting? What are the psychological and symbolic aspects to the setting? 

5. Context of the film – what the social contexts (representations of characters’ aspirations, their relationships, their role in the family and the workplace and the role of money and possessions in their lives), historical contexts (representations of social and material conditions that reflect the historical period in which the text is set), cultural contexts (representations of identity, artistic interests, leisure activities, religious beliefs) and ideological contexts (representations of views and values through narrative voice, characters and settings)?

6. Characters – Briony Tallis, Cecilia Tallis, Leon Tallis, Robbie Turner, Lola, Paul Marshall, Robbie’s mother. Describe the main characters. How are they presented? What is their condition, outlook, attitude? What situation are they in? Do you have any empathy for them?

7. Narrative Structure – how does the story begin? How does the opening sequence project the story? How does the protagonist, Briony Tallis, drive the narrative forward? What obstacles are placed in the way of the main characters? How must the main protagonist change throughout the story? How is the story resolved? How far has Briony come by the end of the film? Comment upon the three sections to the film – the scenes at the Tallis mansion, the war scenes and the interview scene.

8. Narrative Point of View – how is the audience positioned to see the characters and their world? From whose perspective do we see the events of the film? Does this perspective change at any time? What is the impact of the revelations about viewpoint in the final scenes? 

9. Visual Elements – lighting, costumes (clothes, make-up, props), acting style (the way actors talk and move, their mannerisms, posture, facial expressions etc) Cinematography – focus, camera distance (close-up, medium shot, long shot), camera angle (high or low), camera movement (tracking, panning, tilting). 

10. Use of contrast – contrasting characters (Robbie & Paul, Robbie & Cecilia, Briony and Cecelia, contrasting settings (Tallis mansion & war-torn London/hospital, English countryside and Dunkirk, contrasting ideals (Robbie’s idealism and Paul Marshall’s materialism, Briony’s lies/mis-interpretations and Lola’s manipulation, Robbie’s ambition and Cecelia’s indecision, Briony’s accusations and Briony’s attempts at atonement)

11. Power & Control - What characters have power in this film? What is the basis for their power? What are the main elements of conflict in the film? Is their power ever challenged?

12. Personal Reactions – What reactions do you think director Joe Wright expected from his audience? What do you think is the position of the filmmaker on the issues he presents? How do we judge the characters? How does this film connect to your world? What are your personal reactions to this film?

· Summative Task – 1000 words – choose 1 of the following questions:

· Write an article for a movie magazine outlining the film techniques used by director Joe Wright to explore his ideas in Atonement.

· How does director Joe Wright use characterisation, settings, film techniques, sound track and visual elements to interpret the ideas in Atonement?
· Write a film article about /or conduct an interview with the three actors who portray Briony Tallis, including their interpretations of each age within the context of each setting, her motivations, her interactions with other characters and her portrayal of the film’s ideas.

· How do three different actors in Atonement interpret the film’s ideas through their characterisation, costuming and acting style within a variety of settings? 

· Conduct an interview with three different actors from the film, outlining how they interpreted each character, their costuming and acting style and their portrayal of the film’s ideas. 
· (Note: do not do an interview question if you did this for Ruby Moon)
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	Understanding

· Knowledge of text

· Understanding of ideas in text
	
	
	

	Analysis

· Recognition of characteristics of different text types

· Recognition of author’s use of film text type to communicate ideas & influence the viewer

· Recognition of ideas explored in the text
	
	
	

	Communication

· Accuracy & fluency of expression

· Appropriate form & register for audience & purpose
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