Wilderness School

Yr 12 English Communications

Film Study: Donnie Darko
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Plot Summary

During the presidential election of 1988, a teenager named Donny Darko sleepwalks out of his house one night and sees a giant demonic-looking rabbit named Frank, who tells him that the world will end in 28 days, 6 hours, 42 minutes and 12 seconds. He returns home the next morning to find that a jet engine has crashed through his bedroom. As he tries to figure out why he survived and tries to deal with people in his town, like the school bully, his conservative health teacher and a self-help guru, Frank continues to turn up in Donnie’s mind, causing him to commit acts of vandalism and worse.

Film Techniques

Camera Movement – floating camera, film speed, close-ups, focus
Music & significance to story (The Killing Moon by Echo, & the Bunneymen, Under the Milky Way Tonight by The Church)
Allusions to other texts – The Destructors by Graham Greene, Alice in Wonderland and Alice Through the Looking Glass by Lewis Carroll, The Evil Dead 
Use of Motifs/Repeated Images – Frank the rabbit, eyes, doors, notes on the fridge
References to Time Travel – The Tangent Universe, The Artifact, The Living Receiver, The Manipulated Living, The Manipulated Dead
Oral Task

Choose one of the following options for a 6 minute oral presentation. Whatever task you choose you are required to discuss film techniques such as narrative structure, camera use, motifs, soundtrack, lighting, film format, editing, opening and closing sequences etc. The presentations can be recorded on CD, DVD or audio cassette.
1. Imagine that you are the director, Richard Kelly, and you are presenting a speech to a group of film enthusiasts. Explain the techniques you have used in Donnie Darko and the reasons for your decisions in your speech.

2. Imagine that you have been chosen to perform one of the main roles in Donnie Darko. In an interview with a Movie Show host, explain how you prepared for this role. You would need to include background information about the character and the story, relationships with others, your motivation and your interpretation of the character.

3. Imagine you are a teacher preparing students before and after a viewing of Donny Darko. Record the talk you would give to the students prior to seeing the film and after the film has finished. You need to focus upon the director, characters, actors,  plot, ideas, visual techniques, special effects, camera angles, close-ups, panning, focus, use of motifs, visual signals and explanations, use of sound and music and any other aspects you needed to explain the film.
4. Write and deliver a speech on the topic: the film Donnie Darko is about outcasts in society – the mentally ill, the victims and the rejects. How does this film portray those individuals who do not fit into society? Is a solution offered for these people?

Name …………………………………………………..

	Criteria for Assessment
	Low
	Satisfactory
	High

	Understanding

· Knowledge of the text

· Understanding of the ideas in the text
	
	
	

	Analysis

· Recognition of the characteristics of different text types

· Recognition of the author’s use of different text types to communicate ideas and influence the reader

· Recognition of the ideas explored in the text
	
	
	

	Communication

· Accuracy and fluency of expression

· Appropriate form and register for audience and purpose
	
	
	

	Grade      /20


Rosie Egan, Wilderness School, based on ideas from Paul Bradley

Director: Richard Kelly





Cast:


Jake Gyllenhaal – Donnie Darko	


Beth Grant – Kitty Farmer


Holmes Osborne – Eddie Darko


Jena Malone – Gretchen Ross


Maggie Gyllenhaal – Elizabeth Darko


Noah Wyle – Dr Kenneth Monnitoff


Daveigh Chase – Samantha Darko	


Drew Barrymore – Karen Pomeroy


Mary McDonnell – Rose Darko	


Patience Cleveland – Roberta Sparrow


Patrick Swayze – Jim Cunningham		and Grandma Death


Katharine Ross – Dr Lilian Thurman











