Girl with a Pearl Earring by Tracey Chevalier
Reading guide – Yr 12 English communications –Wilderness

Write responses to the following questions:
1. Study the painting on the cover by the 17th century Dutch painter Vermeer. Look at the features of this girl. What do you notice about:

· her hair

· her mouth

· her eyes

· her earring?

2. Do you think this person is a well-to-do lady or a poor servant? How do you know?

3. Suppose she was not wearing the earring – what difference might this have made to what you see and what you think of her?

4. Read up to page 13. What changes are happening in Griet’s life?
5. Identify and list several objects that play a part in the story so far. As you read on, pause and note any events involving these objects. What is the significance of these objects?
6. Investigating Time and Place

· Where and when is the story set?

· What are the main features of the town?

· What problems were encountered by people living at this time?

· What does the novel reveal about the lives of young women at this time?

· What religious groups exist in the town?

· What locations in the town represent these groups?

7. Understanding Griet

· How does Griet change during the novel?

· How does she interact with the following characters – Cornelia, Van Ruijven, Maria Thins, her parents, Vermeer, Catharina and Pieter the Son?
· What choices does Griet have throughout the novel?

8. “A maid came free.” In what ways is this sentence an appropriate way to end the novel?
We will be discussing these questions in the first week back in 2007, and I will also collect your written responses. Happy reading!

Ms Egan
Sources – Invitations 11 & Ms Egan’s brain!
