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Girl With A Pearl Earring is an imagined account of the life of the young subject of Vermeer’s famous painting. Chevalier has researched events in seventeenth century Delft to create a fictitious account of a maid working in the Vermeer household. Using Vermeer’s paintings as a source of inspiration, as well as real characters like Vermeer’s family and patron, Chevalier portrays the many difficulties faced by Griet. Issues of class, gender and religion are examined, as well as the themes of innocence, youth, difference and choices. The author forces readers to question just how ‘free’ Griet is at the end of the novel.
Choose ONE of the following questions:
1. To what extent do you sympathise with Griet and the choices she has to make in Girl With A Pearl Earring? How relevant are these choices to young people today?

2. What conflicts are faced by Griet and other characters in the novel? How relevant are these conflicts in today’s society?
3. Griet’s story is set over 300 years ago. Are the issues it explores relevant to young people today?
Name …………………………………………………

	Criteria for Assessment
	Low
	Satisfactory
	High

	Understanding
· Knowledge of texts

· Understanding of ideas on texts
	
	
	

	Analysis
· Recognition of ideas, experiences, beliefs, or values explored in texts 
· Recognition of connections between own ideas, experiences, beliefs, or values and those explored in texts
	
	
	

	Communication
· Accuracy & fluency of expression
· Appropriate form & register for audience & purpose
	
	
	

	Grade   /20


