Name: ............................................


Wilderness School Yr 12 English Communications

Film Study: Little Miss Sunshine
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Directed by Jonathan Dayton and Valerie Faris
Written by Michael Arndt

Cast:

Richard – Greg Kinnear


Grandpa – Alan Arkin

Frank – Steve Carell


Olive – Abigail Breslin

Sheryl – Toni Collette


Dwayne – Paul Dano

Plot Summary – a dysfunctional [image: image2.jpg]


family takes a road trip, learning much about relationships, failure and success, hopes and dreams and beauty contests along the way.

Film Techniques

· Camera Use – camera shots such as panoramas vs close-ups, camera angles, framing, sequencing

· Music & Sound Effects – how do they add emotional weight to the story?

· Allusions to other texts – such as the work of Nietzsche and Proust

· Use of Motifs/Repeated Images and Symbols – VW image, desert landscape and roadside cafes/petrol stations

· Narrative structure

· Opening & closing sequences – their effect on the audience

· Costuming 
· Characterisation

Contemporary references – to U.S. politics, nursing homes, beauty contests

Humorous Techniques – consider the following:

1. Satire – aspects of life, the nature of society and human behaviour and attributes are sent up and made to look ridiculous, often by presenting them in a seemingly serious tone.

2. Caricatures of human types or stereotypes are presented – where their features are exaggerated so we can see how ridiculous they are. 

3. Irony – where the reader or viewer knows more than the character who is speaking or acting in ignorance; situational irony.

4. Tone – humorous or ironic or satirical, or a mismatch between the tone and the content eg ridiculous ideas are presented perfectly seriously.

5. Reflects our human lives and experiences so that we can relate to it easily – similar things may have happened to us.

6. Ridiculousness of the situation portrayed – unexpected, impossible, silly etc.

7. Irrelevance to the plot – breaks reader’s or viewer’s expectations.

8. We are given an alternative viewpoint on something we take for granted or assume everyone regards in the same way, so that it goes against our expectations and assumptions about the world.

9. Taboos are broken through the unexpected use of swear words or reference to bodily functions.

10. Contradictory images are juxtaposed (placed together), heightening the ridiculousness or irony of the situation.

11. A running joke is used so that each time we view it we laugh once more and are reminded of previous uses of the joke.

12. Specific film techniques such as camera angles, framing, editing, music, sound effects, characters’ intonation and timing of lines, slapstick or setting are used to accentuate humour.

Aspects of American Society being satirised: 

the self-help movement, 

teenage angst, 

beauty contests, 

personal failure, 

dysfunctional families, 

police corruption, 

the health system, 

sexuality, 

ageism and death
In small groups work on one of the aspects being satirised in the film. Tease out what exactly is being satirised and give examples of it in a table such as the one below which can be shared with the class:

	Aspect of society being satirised:
	Specific examples from the film:

	
	


Written Task: 

How do the directors of Little Miss Sunshine satirise aspects of American society? 
Required length: up to 1000 words




Due date:
	Criteria for Assessment
	Outstanding
	High
	Satisfactory
	Needs work

	Understanding

· Knowledge of the text

· Understanding of the ideas in the text
	
	
	
	

	Analysis

· Recognition of the characteristics of different text types

· Recognition of the author’s use of the film text type to communicate ideas and influence the reader

· Recognition of the ideas explored in the text
	
	
	
	

	Communication

· Accuracy and fluency of expression

· Appropriate form and register for audience and purpose
	
	
	
	

	Comments:

Grade      /20


Rosie Egan & Alison Robertson, Wilderness School


