The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

Reading guide – Yr 12 English communications –Wilderness

The Kite Runner is set in Afghanistan in the 1960s, where a young boy, Amir, lives a privileged life with his father, Baba, and is friends with Hassan, his servant’s son. Amir desires his father’s approval, and with the help of Hassan, enters a kite running tournament. Violent events occur after the tournament, which have an impact upon the lives of Hassan and Amir. With the Soviet invasion, Baba and Amir flee to America, where Amir continues his education, marries and becomes a writer. But Amir is haunted by his memories of Hassan, and returns to Afghanistan, which is now under the control of the Taliban, hoping to redeem his past actions.

1. The novel starts with Amir’s memory of a kite tournament and ends with Amir kite running for Hassan’s son Sohrab. Why do you think that the author chose to frame the novel with these scenes?

2. The friendship between Amir and Hassan is a driving force of the novel. Describe the changing nature of this friendship.

3. Describe the relationship between Amir and his father, Baba.

4. Inequalities exist in Afghanistan between the Pushtans, who are Shi’a Muslims (Amir & Baba are in this group) and the Hazaras, who are Sunni Muslims (Ali and Hassan are in this group). What evidence can you find of the discrimination of the Hazaras?

5. Throughout the story, Baba worries because Amir never stands up for himself. When does this change?

6. What themes are portrayed through the following symbols – kites and kite running, blood, the lamb, the hare-lip?

7. Amir is both a character in the novel and the narrator, and can only tell the story from his point of view. What is the impact of this narrative technique?

8. What have you learnt about Afghanistan’s culture and history from this novel?

We will be discussing these questions in the first week back in 2009, and I will also collect your written responses. Happy reading!
