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The Kite Runner is set in Afghanistan in the 1970s, where a young boy, Amir, lives a privileged life with his father, Baba, and is friends with Hassan, his servant’s son. Amir desires his father’s approval, and with the help of Hassan, enters a kite running tournament. Violent events occur after the tournament, which have an impact upon the lives of Hassan and Amir. With the Soviet invasion, Baba and Amir flee to America, where Amir continues his education, marries and becomes a writer. But Amir is haunted by his memories of Hassan, and returns to Afghanistan, which is now under the control of the Taliban, hoping to redeem his past actions.

The Kite Runner explores the following ideas:

· Can past sins ever be redeemed? (betrayal and redemption)

· What impact does the past have upon the present?

· Friendship, between childhood friends/brothers

· Parent/child relationships, paternal expectations and the need for approval

· Cultural clash/prejudice

· Refugees/migration experiences

· Impact of secrets and lies

· Religious extremism and faith

· Gender

FORMATIVE TASKS

We will be examining background information on Afghanistan in class – including history, geography, ethnic groups, the Soviet invasion, the rise of the Taliban, 9/11 and the US invasion. A useful website is www.kiterunnermovie.com 

Techniques – we will go over these in class:

· Narrative Structure – Amir’s childhood in Afghanistan, adulthood in America & return to Afghanistan, flashbacks, letters

· Narrative perspective – Amir as character/narrator

· Symbols – kites & kite-running, blood, the lamb, the harelip

· Style – including foreshadowing & descriptions

Character Studies – Complete a SWOT analysis on the following characters - Amir, Hassan, Baba, Ali, Rahim Khan, Assef, Soraya, General Taheri & Khal Jamila, Sohrab

Chapter Analysis for the three sections of the novel – work in a group to find quotations for the ideas and symbols of your allocated section of the novel, and share these in an oral presentation to the class.

· Chapters 2 – 9 Amir’s childhood in Afghanistan (pgs 3 – 95)

· Chapters 10 -14 Adulthood in the US (pgs 96 – 196)

· Chapters 15 – 25 Return to Afghanistan (pgs 169 -323)
Your quotations will be placed on Masterfile, for the class to access and use in the summative assignment.
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SUMMATIVE TASK – 1000 words - choose ONE of the responses below:

1. How are childhood mistakes and misunderstandings explored in The Kite Runner? In what ways can you connect to these ideas and experiences?

2. Rahim Khan tells Amir that ‘there is a way to be good again.’ How is this desire for forgiveness and redemption explored in the novel? What connections can you make to this idea?

3. In what ways does The Kite Runner examine that in times of conflict, humans can behave in extremely good or evil ways? What connections can you make to this idea?

4. In what ways is discrimination against individuals or groups the cause of many injustices in the novel? What connections can you make to this idea?
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	Criteria for Assessment
	Low
	Satisfactory
	High

	Understanding 

· Knowledge of text

· Understanding of ideas in texts
	
	
	

	Analysis

· Recognition of characteristics of different text types

· Recognition of author’s use of characteristics of different text types to communicate ideas and influence audience response

· Recognition of ideas, experiences, beliefs or values explored in the text

· Recognition the connections between own ideas, experiences, beliefs or values and those explored in the text
	
	
	

	Communication

· Accuracy and fluency of expression

· Appropriate form and register for audience and purpose
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