English Communications

Text Production: Exposition

Features, Structures & Conventions

In expository writing, the writer demonstrates some authority / detailed knowledge on a specific subject.  Expository writing can address a number of specific purposes:

· To discuss / compare / write about both sides of an issue or topic.

· To argue or persuade – present a point of view in a convincing way.

The following are features, structures and conventions commonly found in expository writing.

1. The introduction and conclusion have general statements compared to the body of the essay, article, letter, etc which have paragraphs that deal with more specific ideas.

2. Paragraphs are logically ordered and have topic sentences.

3. An authoritative tone is established by using appropriate language and sentence structure.

For too long we have accepted that road deaths are an unfortunate consequence of our car-based society. (appropriate)

It is really bad that so many people die in crashes. (not so appropriate)
4. Ideas, comments, statements are supported with evidence in the form of:

examples - There is no better way of releasing tension by kicking a football or smashing a bat.

statistics - In the first half of this year, 3.7 million mobile telephones have been bought - an increase of 45% on sales at the same time last year.

expert opinion - Professor Deane, Head of Biology at Flinders University, has publicly stated that genetically modified food can produce harmful effects after prolonged use. (Note that the person’s name and title/profession are stated.)
quotations - "I often see young children from the school running across the road and avoiding the pedestrian crossing," said Ms Clarke who lives opposite the school.

facts - Fresh vegetables are essential for good health, but getting people to eat them regularly seems to be a struggle.

5. The personal touch is used. While authorities give an air of credibility, many writers also attempt to involve readers on a personal level in order to persuade or illustrate a point.

Just the other day, I was horrified to discover that some council areas do not have recycling programs.

My elderly mother often has to wait over an hour for a taxi.

6. Rhetorical questions (questions to which a speaker or writer does not expect an answer) can be used to provide emphasis. 

Would you like to come home to no electricity?

Should we deplete the Earth of all its fossil fuels before we change our ways?

7. Deliberate exaggeration or hyperbole can be used to emphasise a point or create humour.

Ask young people what they would prefer to sacrifice and most will say food over their mobile phones.

Longer gaol sentences do not benefit anyone.

8. Sentences often have a cause-and-effect structure.

As a result of ........

This happens because .........

If this happens, then .......

It does this so that .......

Due to .......

9. Verbs are in the simple present tense.

is, are, has, have, works, makes

10. Adverbs of time are often used.

then, after, before, last, first, since

11. Avoid repetition of common words.
got – received, acquired, accumulated, attained, collected

a lot – many, numerous, considerable, more, a large amount, substantially more

12. Connective words are commonly used to link ideas or begin new sentences.
Adding –and, also, as well as, moreover, too, additionally, in addition
Cause and effect – because, so, therefore, thus, consequently, subsequently

Emphasising – above all, in particular, furthermore, this is evident

Illustrating – for example, such as, for instance, in the case of, the following examples

Sequencing – firstly/secondly/thirdly, next, then, finally, meanwhile, after

Qualifying – however, although, if...then, unless, except, as long as, apart from, yet, in spite of, under the circumstances, notwithstanding
Comparing – similarly, equally, likewise, as with, like

Contrasting – alternatively, on the other hand, conversely, on the contrary, whereas, instead of, otherwise, unlike, rather, despite this, paradoxically, surprisingly
13. Formal language is used for more conventional forms of writing (eg essays)
avoid contractions
don't = do not




can't = cannot




we'll = we will

avoid clipped words or abbreviations

ad = advertisement







phone = telephone







lab = laboratory







TV = television

avoid cliches (expressions that are used so often that they make writing sound unoriginal)

at the crack of dawn


worked like a dog

the bottom line
tomorrow is another day

living in the fast lane

it’s part and parcel of
here today, gone tomorrow

as bright as a button

fact of the matter is
in for the kill



forever young


as I said before
too little, too late


a dime a dozen

at this point in time
it's never too late


burst out laughing

million miles away


thrills and spills

having a ball



evaporates into thin air

14. If you are deliberately trying to write a less formal piece of writing (eg an opinion piece for a tabloid newspaper) or including dialogue, using less formal language may be appropriate in helping you achieve the tone you wish to create. Cliches, in such instances, can provide a shortcut to meaning that is quite effective.
It is important to be consistent when deciding on the level of formality you will use.
Assunta Fusco


