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English Communications – Text Production 3

Wilderness School
Narrative Writing

Definition

Narrative writing tells a story. Narratives usually present characters involved in some action or conflict. Narrative writing aims to entertain the reader but can also seek to inform or challenge the reader. Narrative writing can be imagined, factual or a combination of the two.

Structure

Narratives typically include:

· Orientation (who, where, when)
· Complication (need for action)

· Resolution (response by characters)

· Evaluation (what has been learnt)

Point of view

When writing narrative, you have several choices to make. One of these is point of view, or deciding who the narrator will be. For a story in which you are a participant, the first person will probably seem the natural choice:

It was early one evening when I went out to chop wood for the kitchen. I had split hardly a dozen sticks when I turned toward the shed and saw a pair of green eyes staring from a hole in the wall. “Jane bring me my shotgun!” I yelled.

But you could change the perspective or point of view by allowing Jane to tell the story:

Al had just gone to the woodlot when all of a sudden I heard him yelling for his gun.

Or, you could tell the story in the third person:

Alan paused after chopping half a dozen sticks of firewood to find a pair of green eyes peering out of a hole in the woodshed wall. “Jane!” he yelled, “Bring me my gun.”

Narrative structure

Will you tell your story in chronological order or rearrange the sequence of events in another way? Will you begin at the beginning or somewhere later in the series? The use of flashback can be very effective.

Time

Another choice to make regards the speed with each incident or time sequence should be handled. Will you give equal time to every event or hurry past some less important events with a summary and concentrate on the detail of others?

Show, don’t tell

Go to the following website to get some handy hints on the power of description which shows us what the characters are feeling or thinking rather than telling us:  http://www.writedesignonline.com/assignments/shownottell.html 
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Text Production Supervised Task: Narrative
Allocated time: 90 minutes. 

Word count: up to 1000 words.

Allow time for planning and editing within your 90 minutes.

No help is allowed in this exercise, so please do not ask for advice.
Narrative writing tells a story. Narratives usually present characters involved in some action or conflict. Narratives typically include:

· orientation – who, where, when

· complication – need for action

· resolution – response by characters

· evaluation – what has been learnt from the story (this is optional)

Choose one of the following ideas as a springboard for your narrative. 
Make this the title of your writing.

1. The opening

2. Two sets of eyes

3. Exteriors and interiors

4. Karma

5. The scar

6. What if...?

	Criteria for Assessment
	Excellent
	Well done
	Satisfactory
	Needs work

	Understanding 

· Recognition of structural, conventional, and linguistic features of different text types 

· Understanding of purpose of different text types
	
	
	
	

	Application 

· Reproduction of structural, conventional & linguistic features of different text types

· Imaginative & original texts produced

· Versatility in producing texts for different contexts, audiences & purposes
	
	
	
	

	Communication 

· Accuracy and fluency of expression

· Appropriate form and register for audience & purpose
	
	
	
	

	Comments:

Grade: ______


Developed by the English Faculty, Wilderness School


