Name: ...............................................


English Communications Text Production: Recount 

Using your senses to recapture the past

Many years ago the famous French writer, Marcel Proust, ate a Madeleine, a kind of small tea cake, and was instantly transported back to his past. His recounting of this experience is found at the beginning of his huge 3,200 page novel called À la recherche du temps perdu, published in seven volumes between 1913 and 1927. This was translated in English as ‘Remembrance of Things Past’ and later, more literally as ‘In search of lost time’.
from Marcel Proust’s Remembrance of Things Past (translated by C. K. Scott Moncrieff):
Weary after a dull day with the prospect of a depressing morrow, I raised to my lips a spoonful of the tea in which I had soaked a morsel of the cake. No sooner had the warm liquid and the crumbs with it touched my palate, a shudder ran through my whole body and I stopped, intent upon the extraordinary changes that were taking place. An exquisite pleasure had invaded by senses, but individual, detached, with no suggestion of its origin. 

And at once the vicissitudes of life had become indifferent to me, its disasters innocuous, its brevity illusory. This new sensation, having had on me the effect which love has of filling me with a precious essence; or rather this essence was not in me, it was myself. I had ceased now to feel mediocre, accidental, mortal. Whence could it have come to me this all-powerful joy? I was conscious that it was connected with the taste of tea and cake, but that it infinitely transcended those savours, could not, indeed, be of the same nature as theirs. Whence did it come? What did it signify? How could I seize upon it and define it? 

I compel my mind to make one further effort to follow and recapture once again the fleeting sensation and that nothing may interrupt it in its course I shut out every obstacle, every extraneous idea, I stopped my ears and inhibit all attention to the sounds which come from the next room. ...
... But when from a long distant past nothing subsists, after the people are dead, after the things are broken and scattered, still, alone, more fragile but with more vitality, more unsubstantial, more persistent, more faithful. The smell and taste of things remain poised a long time, like souls ready to remind us, waiting and hoping for their moment amid the ruins of all the rest. And there, unfaltering in the tiny and almost impalpable drop of their essence, the vast structure of recollection. 

Activity 1

You are certainly not expected to write as much as Proust, (in fact you are going to be limited to only 1000 words!), but Proust was indeed onto something when he wrote about the power of the senses to transport us back into our memories. 
Take a moment to think about some of the tastes, smells, textures or sounds that evoke certain memories for you. Close your eyes and let your mind wander back... Jot some of them down here:

	Taste:


	Feel:



	Smell:


	Hear:




Tonight I want you to collect at least one of these things to bring to our next lesson where you will share the sensory experience with the class (or a small group). You may also find a photo which evokes a memory.
When you think about this sensory memory try to tease out its elements...
· What emotions do you associate with it? They may be mixed.

· What people do you associate with it? What was your relationship with them?

· What activities do you associate with it? What were your feelings about these activities?

· Where did this take place? See if you can remember its physical features in detail.

· What is its significance? Did you learn anything from this experience? Did it alter or confirm your view of the world? Did you develop or change because of this experience? Do you have different opinions about it now, from then? Would you like to go back to that time or not? Why or why not?

Use these questions to help you expand on your memory when you share it in class.

Activity 2

Listening to others share their sensory memories may well have prompted memories of your own. Share these in your small groups. Then we will deal out some recount cards which list different childhood experiences such as an embarrassing moment, my last pet, adventures in the shopping mall, the time I was lost, babysitting, holiday experiences, learning to drive and so on. Retell one or more of these stories to a small class group.

Activity 3
Think about how another person who was involved in one of the memories you have been recounting would have thought about it. Try retelling the experience from their perspective, as if you were in their shoes.
Activity 4

Show, don’t tell. Often a story is marred by the writer telling us too much rather than letting us work it out for ourselves. This is especially so when describing emotions when a simplistic ‘I felt sad’ or ‘I felt happy’ hardly begins to actually capture the moment. Think of a particular past experience and explain to a small group what you were feeling, without actually naming the emotion. Have them guess, after you have described your physical sensations.

Activity 5
We will explore a range of models such as autobiographies and student samples and discuss what makes them successful or not so successful. Jot down some of your notes here:

Activity 6
We also need to consider the linguistic structures and features of recount and their effect.
	Linguistic structure and feature
	Effect on the reader

	· First person narrative, strong personal voice, monologue

· Past tense, a single event

· Autobiography, biography

· Orientation – to set the scene

· Use of dialogue, direct speech

· Use of senses to add detail and reveal feelings – sight, sound, smell, touch, taste

· Structure – chronological or other, beginnings and conclusions, flashbacks

· Personal details and descriptions, descriptive settings

· Can describe action from different angles

· Use of humour

· Can be real life experiences

· Thoughtful reflections, memories, insights, opinions

· Exploration of feelings and emotions and responses to events

· Resolutions – a twist at the end, self discovery, an insight, a judgement, an opinion, a solution
	


English Communications Text Production: Recount 

Using your senses to recapture the past

From SSABSA Support Materials…

Recount writing reconstructs a series of events or experiences that happened one after the other. The telling can be in chronological order, but it can also switch from past to present.

Recount writing is usually based on personal experience but can also be historical or imagined.

Recount is more than retelling. The series of events or experiences have to be carefully controlled in order for the writing to be effective.

The overall idea or theme being explored needs to be clear.

Structure

· Orientation (who, where, when)

· Record of events (personal comment may be included)

· Reorientation/conclusion

Language can be casual or formal.

The Task (up to 1000 words)   
Choose 1 of the following:

1. Use a sensory memory from your childhood as the inspiration for a descriptive recount of an experience from this time in your life.

2. Write a recount using one of the other ideas explored in our formative activities.

3. Select a photo of a family member or friend. Write a recount of an event in their lives from their point of view. It may involve you or be a story they have told you. You must still write in 1st person.
4. Write a recount about one of these topics:
A memorable incident

I remember the first time I saw ……….

Even now, looking back, I can scarcely believe what happened.

If only …

I spoke out – I should have remained quiet.
The decision 






Due date:
	Criteria for success
	Excellent

30
	Well done
	Satisfactory

            15
	Needs work

1

	To what extent does the student recognise the structural, conventional, and linguistic features of this recount text type? 
	
	
	
	

	To what extent does the student understand the purpose of this recount text type?
	
	
	
	

	How effectively does the student reproduce the structural, conventional, and linguistic features of this recount text type?
	
	
	
	

	How imaginative and original is the recount produced by the student?
	
	
	
	

	How accurate and fluent is the student’s expression?
	
	
	
	

	How appropriate are the student’s form and register for the audience and purpose?
	
	
	
	

	Comments:

Grade:      /30


Year 12 English Communications: 
Recount Reflective Questions

Write a first draft of your Recount and then work on improving it by addressing the following reflective questions. Afterwards you may like to also review your piece with regard to these questions with a critical friend.

1. How effective is the structure of my recount? Could changing the order of it improve it in any way? For example, you may structure it following the simple order of events, or you maybe could start it in the middle of the action, and then go back to give some background details before continuing your narrative.
2. What images have I used to describe the event? Are they original and striking? Could I use more or could better ones be used? Metaphors, similes, conceits (extended metaphors), paradoxes and oxymorons can all add impact to your recount, but any clichéd expressions need to be eliminated! 
3. What senses have I described? Have I used adverbs and adjectives which describe not only what could be seen during the experience, but also what could be smelt, tasted, touched and heard? Have I been careful to show, not tell?

4. How effectively have I used sound devices such as repetition, alliteration, rhythm and paragraphing etc? Where could I add in more of these to really improve my writing and make it more engaging for the reader? Also note your sentence lengths and ensure you are varying them. 

5. What is the point of my recount? What do I want my reader to feel at the end of it? How have I ensured that they will respond in this way? You need to get rid of unnecessary details that do not help you achieve this response in your reader and add the details which will create your desired response.

6. Have I used some dialogue to enliven the recount? Is it realistic? How does it aid my characterisation of key participants in the event?

7. How engaging is my opening? What could I do to improve it? You really want to capture your reader from the outset so that they want to continue reading your piece, so experiment with different openings and see what works best. 
8. How strong is my ending? How could I improve it? Your ending needs to be strong and satisfying to read, without tying up every loose end in an unrealistic way. Hinting at what happened next, or the significance of the experience to you now, can be good ways to end.
9. Finally, how fluent and accurate is my writing? Consider your spelling, sentence structure, use of apostrophes and other punctuation etc. All of these need to be accurate and it is up to YOU to ensure this! You need to get them all as accurate as possible before submitting your draft to me for final feedback and fine-tuning. 
Alison Robertson, Wilderness School


