Name: .............................................


Wilderness School English Communications

Text Production Study: Free Choice
Visit to the Art Gallery of South Australia
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One of the four text production pieces you will produce this year is called Free Choice. It could be, for example, a script, poem or group of poems, a piece of description, a narrative, a screenplay and so on. Whatever form of writing you choose, you must ensure that you reproduce the structural, conventional and linguistic features of that text type, so choose a type of writing with which you are familiar or are willing to research, and that you might enjoy writing.
We will be visiting the Art Gallery during our double lesson and you will get the chance to look at many artworks. In this task I wish you to choose one (or more if you are writing a number of poems), and write a text stemming from that painting or sculpture in some way. For example you could:
· Write from the viewpoint of a character in the artwork providing us with a narrative snapshot from his or her story;
· Write from the viewpoint of the artist, possibly about the act of creating the artwork;
· Write from the viewpoint of the artwork itself, maybe about being created or how it ended up in the Art Gallery;
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Write about the experience of someone looking at the artwork and what it makes them think about or realise when reflecting on their own life and experiences;
· Write from the viewpoint of a gallery attendant and his/her response to a particular artwork;
· Write a critique of the artwork, considering its artistic features and how successfully the artist has communicated his or her vision to you;
· Describe the artwork and try to bring it to life with the vividness of your description;

· Write from the viewpoint of someone who once owned the artwork and what significance it had in their lives;
· Write a play script or a screenplay bringing one of the above scenarios to life;
· Other ideas:
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One of the criteria for the Text Production Study is ‘How imaginative and original is the text produced by the student?’ and this is a good task for allowing your imagination to run wild and to produce a really original piece of writing. If you are writing poetry, then you might like to try a range of poetry styles in your various poems. How many you write depends on how long each is, but as you are unlikely to write a 500 word poem, you will probably need to write a few.
Finally, you are not allowed to take photographs in the Art Gallery but you may be able to find your artwork on their online gallery at their website at www.artgallery.sa.gov.au. Then you can include the digital image of the artwork with your piece.

Required length: 500 – 1000 words 


Due date: 
	Criteria for success
	Excellent
30
	Well done
	Satisfactory
15
	Needs work
1

	To what extent does the student recognise the structural, conventional, and linguistic features of their chosen text type? 
	
	
	
	

	To what extent does the student understand the purpose of their chosen text type?
	
	
	
	

	How effectively does the student reproduce the structural, conventional, and linguistic features of their chosen text type?
	
	
	
	

	How imaginative and original is the text produced by the student?
	
	
	
	

	How accurate and fluent is the student’s expression?
	
	
	
	

	How appropriate are the student’s form and register for the audience and purpose?
	
	
	
	

	Comments:

Grade:      /30


Wilderness School English Communications – Text Production Study

Free Choice Writing: Art Gallery Visit

Name of chosen Artwork:

Artist: 






Year produced:

	Colours including light and shade
	

	Textures featured
	

	Details e.g. shapes, objects


	

	Characters/animals featured


	

	Setting/s


	

	Background


	

	Mood/atmosphere


	

	Themes/ideas/message

What is happening?


	

	Questions posed


	


English Communications 
Text Production: Free Choice Drafting Process

Group Editing Questions

Your teacher will randomly assign you a group of 3 or 4. Take it in turns to read your work to the group. Then they should answer the following questions and together you can discuss ways of improving your draft.

1. What is the focus of this piece of writing?

2. Where is the tension in this piece of writing?

3. Where does the piece go or where is it going at this stage?

4. What feeling or atmosphere has been created?

5. How satisfied do you feel after reading the piece? 

· What do you want to know more about?

· What could be scrapped?

· What has left you confused?
Personal Editing Questions

Once you have finished your draft I want you to answer the following questions and check that you have edited your work as well as you possibly can, before emailing it to me.
1. Look at your sentence beginnings – are they interesting or repetitive?

2. Look at your vocabulary – is it banal or interesting? (Be careful not to use words if you do not know their correct contextual use!)

3. Look at your sentence structure – does each sentence make sense by itself? Eliminate run-on-sentences or non-sentences. Similarly, have you used apostrophes correctly and is your spelling accurate? Don’t just rely on the computer’s spell check or grammar check!

4. Look at your imagery – is it clichéd or striking?

5. Look at your style – does it suit your content? Could a different style improve this? (Different styles could include: first person narration; third person omniscient or limited narration; stream of consciousness; dialogue; fast paced and action filled; reflective; descriptive; surreal etc.)

6. What is your focus or point of your piece? Does everything contribute towards this or does some of your content not really add anything? If there is no good reason for it being there, get rid of it!

7. Are you using the inspiration of the artwork in an original and interesting manner?
8. Think about your title – is it interesting, engaging or has a play on words to intrigue the reader? How well does it reflect your piece?

9. Have you left too many unanswered questions in the reader so that they are simply left confused? Your ending should resolve the tension you have created, but without an ‘everyone lived happily ever after’ device. You can hint as to how your characters will go on with their lives without giving their detailed life stories!
Alison Robertson, Wilderness School


