Year 12 English Communications: Exposition

It can be useful to brainstorm your ideas about various issues in today’s world about which you may have an opinion. Jot down some of your initial ideas in the table below.
	Possible topics:
	Specific issues and ideas:

	Environment


	

	Education


	

	Social relations


	

	Economic practices


	

	Refugees


	

	Armed conflict


	

	Gender


	

	Sexuality 


	

	Drugs


	

	Youth


	

	Criminal justice


	

	Other:


	


In order to best convince your reader about your opinions, you need to use powerful imagery. Choose one of the issues you raised in the previous exercise and brainstorm your ideas about it here. Try to ensure that your imagery is original and has impact, rather than using clichés. 
	Topic: 
	
Possible images to describe these:

Think about metaphors and similes which could work here.

	Specific issue:
	

	Particular problems:


	

	Your vision in relation to this issue:


	

	How this could possibly be achieved:


	


Good expository writers often use the following techniques. Work in pairs and have a go at brainstorming examples of each of the following rhetorical devices in relation to the issue you have chosen to explore:

	Specific Examples 
	

	Statistics


	

	Expert Opinion


	

	Quotations


	

	Facts


	

	Personal experience


	

	Rhetorical Questions


	

	Hyperbole or deliberate exaggeration


	

	Triads – 

Hendiatris – 3 successive words expressing central idea
	

	Tricolon – series of 3 parallel elements (words or phrases)
	

	Allusions 

(literary, historical or biblical)
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Exposition – the SSABSA guidelines

Definition
In expository writing, the writer demonstrates some authority / detailed knowledge on a specific subject.  Expository writing can address a number of specific purposes:

· To discuss / compare / write about both sides of an issue or topic.

· To argue or persuade – present a point of view in a convincing way.

Choose one of the following for your expository piece and clearly identify which one you have chosen. Give your work a title. Your writing can be in the form of a magazine or newspaper article, a letter, an essay, a speech, a report or an opinion piece. You have 90 minutes to complete this task. Allow time for planning and editing within your 90 minutes. 

1. There is nothing like ...... to divide a group of people.

2. The problem is easy to identify, but the solution...

3. Each story has two sides.

4. There is one thing that I simply cannot accept.

5. Why is the media focusing on this?

6. This could profoundly affect our way of life.

	Criteria for Assessment
	Excellent
	Well done
	Satisfactory
	Needs work

	Understanding 

· Recognition of structural, conventional, and linguistic features of different text types 

· Understanding of purpose of different text types
	
	
	
	

	Application 

· Reproduction of structural, conventional & linguistic features of different text types

· Imaginative & original texts produced

· Versatility in producing texts for different contexts, audiences & purposes
	
	
	
	

	Communication 

· Accuracy and fluency of expression

· Appropriate form and register for audience & purpose
	
	
	
	

	Comments:

Grade: ______


Page | 1

                                             Alison Robertson, Wilderness School


