CRITIQUING POETRY

Once you are familiar with the language used when discussing poetry, you can write a critical essay, which addresses the effectiveness of the poem, the reader’s response, the use of techniques, and the ideas raised by the poem.

The steps to writing a critique are:

· Analysing the task

· Reading and understanding the poem and analysing the techniques used by the poet

· Planning the essay/seminar paper

· Writing the essay/seminar paper using specific conventions

Analysing the task involves recognising the tasks words and the topic words.

Task words tell you what to do.

· Compare: look for common features of two poems. (Similarities) 

· Contrast: Look for differences between two poems.

· Describe…List…What…Outline…Give the important details or facts.

· Discuss…Analyse…Explain…Look at the text in detail and explain how a particular outcome is achieved

· Evaluate…To what extent…Explain why…Make a decision based on evidence from the poem.

Outline the main ideas in the poem and examine how these ideas are developed. How effectively do 

you think the poet conveys emotion and ideas?

Topic words tell you what to focus on. 

· Techniques

· Point of view

· Form

· Effectiveness

· Structure

· Tone

· Ideas

Outline the main ideas in the poem and examine how these ideas are developed. How effective do 

you think the poem is? 

To analyse the poem, read it several times, preferably aloud and using the correct punctuation and/or meaning breaks.

· Work out the literal meaning of the poem, taking into account its title, poet, and context 

· Analyse the techniques used to convey meaning and effectiveness by annotating it.

· Use what you know about connotations and figurative language to read between the lines and work out a connotative meaning

· Work out the main theme of the poem

· Think of any questions you may have about the poet’s point of view

To plan a critical essay you must be aware of the three-part structure: the introduction; the body; the conclusion.

The introduction gives the reader an overview of the themes and subject matter of the poem. It also gives the reader a clear indication of your response to the question – this is known as the thesis.

The body consists of a series of paragraphs where different aspects of the poems are discussed. Each paragraph is clearly linked to the thesis and to subsequent paragraphs. Each paragraph in the body develops a point being made about the poem. It includes evidence from the poem either as quotation or interpretation, which supports the point being developed.   This section supports the thesis.

The conclusion forms a brief summary of the main points the essay makes about the poem.

Write the essay/seminar paper and apply the checklist.

· Are all references to the techniques the poet uses relevant to the question?

· Is each new idea developed in a separate paragraph?

· Have you used linking words and phrases to link paragraphs with each other?

· Does the introduction state the main points in order to answer the question?

· Have you quoted lines from the poem accurately and using correct punctuation.

· Have you used technical words accurately?

· Is your punctuation and spelling correct?

Read a selection of poems in your anthology. Create a personal portfolio of poems that you will become very familiar with for the exam.
Choose one poem to present as a tutorial to the class. Each student must present a different poem. 

It might be helpful to draw up a table using the following headings: Simple meaning; use of imagery to convey theme and emotion; use of sound; use of form; tone; interesting points about effectiveness.

Prepare and present a seminar paper in response to the following question focusing on one poem 

Outline the main ideas in the poem and examine how these ideas are developed. How effective do 

you think the poem is? 

Remember that most of your poems should come from the anthology, Blue Light Clear Atoms. 

ORAL TASK:

	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	ACHIEVEMENT
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	Has demonstrated depth of knowledge and understanding of the poem
	
	
	
	
	

	Has structured ideas coherently, supporting them with evidence from the poem.
	
	
	
	
	

	Has demonstrated an understanding of poetic techniques.
	
	
	
	
	

	Has presented ideas/discussion with vividness and originality
	
	
	
	
	

	Has presented with volume and clarity
	
	
	
	
	

	Has used emphasis, pace and gesture appropriately
	
	
	
	
	

	Has worked in a team, and planned and structured an interesting seminar
	
	
	
	
	

	Has delivered seminar with confidence and fluency
	
	
	
	
	


	COMMENT:




Grade:          A
B
C
D
E
MARK: 
/10

