During the year students will be given the opportunity to compose two written texts of their own covering a range of text types. Students will draw on what they have learnt from the analysis of texts in other studies, to demonstrate in their own texts, the structures and features appropriate to the form of their choice.
The total school assessed mark will be weighted at 10%
Autobiography is the story of a life written by a person who has lived it. Biography is someone’s story being told by some one else. 
Recount is naturally a major part of biography/autobiography because the writer is constantly recounting events in someone’s life. Because the stories are factual, they relate something of the contemporary history of the writer or subject. They may tell us something about the dress, architecture and language fashions or the era.

A memoir is a form of recount. It is a recount of facts or events in connection with a particular subject or historical period. It recounts only a piece or segment of someone’s life. It does not have to be a fully recorded history of events such as you would find in a history textbook, so writers find it a useful tool to recount parts of their lives without having to write a full autobiography.

A reflective recount is a text that reflects upon and tells a story from real life. By using this form a writer can present an experience to their audience and describe how an event affected them. A reflective recount uses verbs of thinking and feeling because it also records the responses to events.

The Elements of Recounts

· Orientation
· Series of events in sequence
· Personal comment
· Descriptive language 
· Past tense 
· Connecting words to link events and show shifts of time
· Verbs for actions, thoughts, emotions, talking
TASK:
Model your writing on Ian McEwan’s style, remembering that even though the viewpoint is mainly Briony’s, at times, the language and sentiments seem to derive from a more mature narrative view point. Try to duplicate this technique in your text.
Either

1. Focus on a particular event from your past and using third person perspective, write a reflective recount that retells this incident and explores its effects on you, but which also reveals something of the socio-cultural and situational context. 
Or 

2. Retell some or all of the events from the Quincey’s arrival to the end of chapter one from Lola’s point of view. Present these events in such a way as to make us care more for Lola than for Briony. 
3. Relate chapter 5 from Paul Marshall’s point of view. Imply his motives and indicate his limitations. How self aware is he?
	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	ACHIEVEMENT
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	Understanding:

Has identified the features of a reflective recount.

Has understood the structural and linguistic features of a  reflective recount
Has demonstrated an awareness of the interrelationship of audience, purpose and form.
	
	
	
	
	

	Application:

Has reproduced the characteristics of a recount, including socio-cultural and situational context

Has used some of Ian McEwan’s strategies relating to ‘point of view’ and omniscient narration
Has used the form with originality and versatility
	
	
	
	
	

	Communication:

Has expressed ideas with accuracy and fluency

Has used a form and register that is appropriate for the audience and purpose.
	
	
	
	
	


	COMMENT:




GRADE: 
A
B
C
D
E
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